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NEW MITSUBISHI MODELS 


BUY as low as LEASE as low as 


24-month lease with $3,495 
due at signing plus TTL. 


550 Acqua Gift Card! 


+p 


10-year 
Offers end 4/30/16. *2015 Mirage buy from $9,999. Includes all factory incentives and dealer discounts in lieu of 0% financing. **2017 Mirage 30k-mile lease on approved credit. 100,000-mile 


Í WHITE BEAR MITSUBISHI 


TIME 
WARRANTY 


Every* new vehicle purchase includes the White Bear Mitsubishi Lifetime Warranty! 


*Lifetime Warranty is valid from vehicle sale date through the customer's lifetime, or until the customer no longer owns the vehicle. Non-transferrable. 
Limitations apply. See dealer or visit whitebearautos.com for complete details, including covered components, exclusions and owner's responsibilities. 
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MITSUBISHI 
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"7 
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Top 100 Workplaces 
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If a loved one is getting older and needs care, 


Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 
And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 
caregiving. Give us a call and let us develop a 
Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


Love knows 
no border. 


Immigration is still complicated. We 
have years of experience working 
with same-sex bi-national couples споса e 
to help obtain immigration status Managing Attorney 
and keep you together. 


Angela Bortel was selected as a 
2013 & 2014 "Rising Star" among 
Immigration Lawyers by 
Super Lawyers. 


*Please see the Super Lawyer's site for selection criteria. 


825 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 811 Mpls, MN 55402 ° info@bortelfirm.com * www.bortelfirm.com ° 612.388.3366 
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Xy and 
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PARTNERS IN AIDS CARE ege 
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FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


-ancy Feasts 


'This Restaurant Edition hits some high points 
for this community, shining a light on what the data 
shows to be quite popular with our readership: non- 
profits, new restaurants, and the arts. That we can 
hit a great food-oriented fundraising event for people 
living with HIV/AIDS, some new places to find fan- 
tastic food, and our dynamic drag queen brunches in 
one issue is sheer delight for me. When I travel to 
other areas and markets to become acquainted with 
some of what their GLBTA communities embrace 
and champion, I can usually find the fundraisers and 
cuisine, but I've got to say that we've got an amazing 
drag scene here in Minneapolis and St. Paul. Whether 
we're talking drag queens or kings, the options we 


have for that segment of art and entertainment are enviable. I hope you 
enjoy this issue as much as we enjoyed putting it together. 

On the topic of food, I'd also like to ask for your input and assistance. 
Lavender Media is producing videos of recipes now. I know I'm not alone 


EEN 
Е 


in that I tend to go catatonic as I’m scrolling through 
Facebook on my phone and I see a video showing 
food prep in my feed...they're enchanting, they make 
my mouth water, and they help me with meal plan- 
ning, no lie. So, as we move into producing these, 
please go check out what we've already done (my 
disembodied hands are very recognizable, I’m told) 
on Facebook in our videos section, on our website 
under the Recipes & Cooking tab, or on Vimeo when 
you search for Lavender Magazine. Then, if you have 
a recipe that you'd like to see featured or produced, 
send it to me at andy@lavendermagazine.com with 
a little blurb about what it means to you and we'll 
choose a few to produce as videos and publish in the 


Pride Issue. Please put “Pride Recipe" in the subject line. I can't wait to 


see what you've got! 


Andy m 


With you and with thanks, 


OUR LAVENDER 
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OUTFRONT MINNESOTA 
4TH ANNUAL YOUTH 


by Sophia Hantzes 
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Dr. Alfonso Morales, M.D. 
D.A.B.P.M i 


Medication Assisted Treatment 
Let us help you with: 

e Meth Addiction 

• Alcoholism — UNLIMITED CAR WASHES 
e 0piate Dependency 

e Chronic Pain 

e Hormone Replacement Therapy 


Immigration Vaccine & Prep Vaccine Help! 
Habla Español 


CAR WASH & LUBE CENTERS 
For a location near you visit: mistercarwash.com 


You don't have to move 
to get that new-home feeling. 
Consider a U.S. Bank Home Equity Line of Credit for your next 


project. With competitive rates and flexible payment options, 
lasting home improvements could be within reach. 


800.209.BANK (2265) | visit a branch 
usbank.com/dreambig 


HOME EQUITY LINE OF CREDIT 


Introductory rate for 5 months Variable rate after 
Rates as low as introductory period 


1.99 APR* | .2 | APR* 
Rate available 2/20/16 - 4/29/16. Actual rate may be lower. the POWER of POSSIBLE. bank 
Rates are subject to change. Visit your local branch or usbank.com. H 


*1.99% Introductory Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is available on Home Equity Lines of Credit with an 80% loan-to-value (LTV) or less. The Introductory Interest Rate will be fixed at 1.99% during the five-month 
Introductory Period. A higher introductory rate will apply for an LTV above 80%. Offer is available for new applications submitted from February 20 — April 29, 2016. After the five-month introductory period: the APR 
is variable and is based upon an index plus a margin. The APR will vary with Prime Rate (the index) as published in the Wall Street Journal. As of February 9, 2016, the variable rate for Home Equity Lines of Credit 
ranged from 3.24% APR to 8.50% APR. Higher rates may apply due to an increase in the Prime Rate, for a credit limit below $125,000, an LTV above 80%, and/or a low credit score. А U.S. Bank Consumer Checking 
Package account is required to receive the lowest rate, but is not required for loan approval. The rate will not vary above 18% APR, or applicable state law, or below 1.99% APR. Choosing an interest-only repayment 
may cause your monthly payment to increase, possibly substantially, once your credit line transitions into the repayment period. Repayment options may vary based on credit qualifications. Interest only repayment 
may be unavailable. Loans are subject to credit approval and program guidelines. Not all loan programs are available in all states for all loan amounts. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change without 

notice. Property insurance is required. U.S. Bank and its representatives do not provide tax or legal advice. Your tax and financial situation is unique. You should consult your tax and/or legal advisor for 

advice and information concerning your particular situation. Other restrictions may apply. Mortgage and Home Equity products offered by U.S. Bank National Association. Deposit Products are offered 

through U.S. Bank National Association. Customer pays no closing costs, except escrow-related funding costs. An annual fee of up to $90 may apply after the first year and is waived with a U.S. Bank 
EQUAL HOUSING personal Platinum Checking Package. The Consumer Pricing Information brochure lists terms and conditions that apply to U.S. Bank Consumer Checking Package accounts and can be obtained by 
LENDER calling 800.872.2657. Member FDIC ©2016 U.S. Bank. All rights reserved. 160083 2/16 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY Е.В. BOATNER 


Seeing a Man (Lady 
About a Horse 


I've only twice caused a commotion in a bathroom, well, once in a 
bathroom, another time stopped by a policeman at the door. Both times 
I was at the bathroom North Carolina would have deemed appropriate. 
In the more than a decade that Гуе used restrooms, gyms, and saunas of 
the *other" persuasion, there's been nary a peep. I now feel qualified to 
make a few observations and comments about loos. 

First of all, in the average facility (not a black room in Barcelona) folks 
of all sexes and genders are eager to relieve themselves and get back 
to whatever they were doing; shopping at Macy's, having dinner with a 
friend, getting back to their seat after intermission at The Book of Mormon. 

Should a trans woman ever approach your wife in a bathroom, it will 
be to ask what shade of lipstick she’s applying, or to compliment her on 
her blouse. As a recent meme making the Facebook rounds has pointed 
out, more senators have been arrested for hanky-panky in airport rest- 
rooms than have transgender people. 

Moreover, what is there to see in a ladies or gents room? Ladies will 
be invisible within locked cubicles, while gents will be lined up along the 


porcelain, backs to you. Nothing to see since a good many trans men 
will be using a locked cubicle along with other trans men and the not 
infrequent pee-shy gents. 

Why would a trans woman lurk in a bathroom to attack another 
woman? If a trans woman wants to meet other women, there are more 
pleasant places to frequent. If scaremongers are warning against men 
dressing up in women’s clothes to attack women in women’s bathrooms, 
they’re describing a criminal. A man cross-dressing to commit a crime is 
called “disguised” not “transgender.” 

But Lavender readers know this already. The Great Bathroom Scare, 
in my opinion, is a sexual buzzword, a diversion to inflame their follow- 
ers and to keep their minds off actual societal problems that need ad- 
dressing. The boy used to cry, “Wolf!” Now, he yells, “Trans!” Recogniz- 
ing the problem is one thing, combatting it in the face of insane, cruel, 
discriminatory, and debasing laws is another. Sanctions by entities with 
enough economic muscle to hurt is one way. It worked for the moment 
in Georgia. B 


HUGE SELECTION OF 
MEN'S DIAMOND WEDDING BANDS 


MONTHS TO 
PAY, NO MONEY 
DOWN, NO 
INTEREST 


MAPLEWODD MALL * 651-773-3464 
BURNSVILLE CENTER * 952-204-9349 


DUM: 


HOFFDIAMONDS.COM 


*To qualified buyers 
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2 ROOSTERS. 


"MEN'S GROOMING CENTER 


RESTORE. REVIVE. REFUEL. 


The experience brings you back. 


Services Provided 


* Precision Haircuts * Signature Shaves 
* Color Treatments * Gift Cards Available 


The West End Minnetonka Crossing Woodbury City Center 
1683 West End Blvd. 6001 Shady Oak Rd. STE 160 1960 Donegal Dr. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 Minnetonka, MN 55343 Woodbury, MN 55125 
(763) 546-1140 (952) 935-0505 (651) 348-6676 


Online booking click: ROOSTERSMGC.COM/LOCATIONS 


Ei facebook.com/RoostersMensGroomingCenter 


THE AMERICAN BARBERSHOP 


What's Your Plan? 
Wi: Eye Clinic Roya Moltaji, cre», chrce, cAsL", АРРА", САР” 


For Health. For Vision. For Life. Financial Planner, Special Needs Financial Planner 
Financial Services Representative 
6601 Lyndale Ave S #160 E * 2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
Richfield, MN 55423 MetLife - 100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 13 consecutive years 
> 301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 


Minnetonka, MN 55305 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 2% 
E T www-finandalstrategies.metlife.com 422) 


We tahe great pride Call Roya today at t5 MetLife 
in being the only 952-769-2126 Pf the Upper Midwest 

MetLife -100% Corporate Equality Index score HRC 13 consecutive years Metropolitan Life Insurance Company 
100% LGBT owned Ee 

MF . 10216457760[exp0317][CO,GA,IL, MN, OR,TX, WI] 
eye clinic in the 

Twin Cities. 
| Ga (ar (“еее Begin a 
We are dedicated Reg, И EE sam Barkers Жала. San 


to improving your REI (715) 392-7152 Reservations 
ef Я (715) 395-7 i 
health, your vision, ë (715) 395-7810 Weddings/Events 


and your life. зер д А. BARKERS / 
т. Nl Mer < S 5 "mr 4 


612-869-1333 


originseyeclinic.com 


e" e 
Julie Childs 
MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 


Individual and Couples Therapy. 
Specializing in depression, anxiety, family 
of origin, abuse, trauma, coming out issues, 
life transitions, addictions, 
clinical supervision. 
Nonjudgmental, collaborative, respectful 
and caring approach. 
Experienced (25 years in the field). 


A helping hand on the journey of healing 


Office: (651) 783-5656 É р А 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 Learn more at weddingdaydiamonds.com/eco3-diamonds 


Roseville, MN 55113 Burnsville | Maplewood | Bloomington | Maple Grove | West End | Eden Prairie 
jchildstberapy gmail.com Now Open in St. Cloud and Woodbury! 
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LAVENDER LENS | PHOTOS BY SOPHIA HANTZES 


LAVENDER'S FIRST 
THURSDAY AT UNION 


MARCH 3, 2016 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 
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P [ 
Й H tóiby Sophia Hantzes ka phia Hantzes 


^el 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


12 | LAVENDER | APRIL 14-27, 2016 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Home Care & Care Management 


for Senior GLB Т gg American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries m Bartel | Agency 
C I f FREE It ti t d AMERICAN FAMILY A American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 4649 B oomington Avenue 
all tor your consultation today. Home Office- Madison, WI 53783 Minneapolis, MN 
| INSURANCE | American Family Insurance Company т 
952.525.0505 American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dba rtell@amfam.com 
All your protection under one roof® Home Office - Columbus, OH 43240 


MatrixHomeHealthMN.com wwwamfam com © 2008 612.333.5554 


COFFEE Р EA Coyowned 
WITHOUT ч | 


IS LIKE E % J^ | T 
арт (m 2 ы. [7D EN 


WITHOUT Ж” 7) NEW PATIENT OFFER: 


LEATHER | | S | 599 Exam = FREE Whitening 


X-rays and cleaning with exam, x-rays and cleaning 
In Hennepin Ave S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 А д Е 
(612) 756-9825 612-877-8887 • www.milldistrictdental.com 


www.twincitiesleather.com 7 Brian Peters, DDS 1026 Washington Ave S, Suite 100 • Minneapolis 


Running Aces 
Q9 CASINO * RACETRACK 


KENTUCKY DERBY 
MARK YOUR CALENDAR 

A d li “es LR FOR SATURDAY, MAY 7” 
Wer io 


WATCH AND WAGER ON ONE 
OF THE BIGGEST RACES 
OF THE YEAR! 


Creating a Healthy LGBTQ+ Community 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


Exclusively Serving the LGBTQ+ Community 


Located in the Minneapolis Metro area of Minnesota, we specialize in: 
* Drug & Alcohol Abuse 
* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 
* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


* Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable Д 
safe alternative to traditional treatment programs for 30 years. 20 minutes North of Downtown 

Brighten your future - contact us today. < ^30 Open 24/7 and Smoke Free 

www.pride-institute.com | 952.934.7554/ 800.547.7433 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Bullets Over Broadway. Photo by Matthew Murphy 


BULLETS OVER BROADWAY 
Through April 17 


Ordway Center, 345 Washington St., St. Paul 


651-224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The musical stage version of the classic Woody Allen film 
comedy is on a national tour. Director Jeff Whiting says about 


the production, “The timing of the stream-of-conscious has to be 


Enc 
м < J 
= 2 


Cantus Spring Concert: Would You Harbor Me. Photo by С 


1 


— 


urtis Johnson 


just right to set up the punchline 
of the joke. Every element of the 
show needs to feel authentic — 
authentic to the period and the 
types of people who inhabit our 
world — and finding authentic 
humor has to be timed and shaped 
with highs and lows in order to 
ride the waves of the audience’s 
response. As the saying goes, ‘Dy- 
ing is easy, comedy is hard’ and 
Bullets Over Broadway gets both 
wrapped in one.” 


CANTUS SPRING 
CONCERT: WOULD 
YOU HARBOR ME? 
Through April 17 

Various Twin Cities Locations 
612-435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


The brilliant men’s choir 
steps up to the plate to address 
the problem of homelessness 


with their gorgeous vocals. At 
various Twin Cities locations 
you can meld into the beautiful 
sound with four new composi- 
tions by American composers: 
“Echoes” by Daniel Elder of 
Athens, GA., “Ffe Mwe, Mwe 
Ffe” by Joan Szymko, “Gagot” 
by Sydney Guillaume, a piece 
sung in Haitian and Creole, 
and “Keep Us Whole” by Linda 
Kachmeier. 

Tenor Zachary Colby shares, 
“This concert is especially mean- 
ingful because it allows audiences 
to engage in issues they think 
they won’t encounter but really, 
these challenges can happen to 
anyone, even you and me. Music 
can be a great equalizer that helps 
us feel compassion and empathy 
for those we may feel we know 
nothing about.” 
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Minnesota Е /М oN 2 
BETH RICHARDSON 


651-646-2100 | Ez]. day. 


Real Estate Made Real Simple 


bethrichardson@movingtominnesota.com 


movingtominnesota.com 100.7 Fm + 104.5 FM 


RADIOK 


LavenderMagazine.com/subscribe 1007-1045 
26 Issues at $0 + 3rd Class Mailing = $1 PER ISSUE — + Real College Radio + — 


|. WORLD PREMIERE  : 


™ SHINING 


May 7-15 


Music by Paul Moravec 
Libretto by Mark Campbell 
Based on the novel by Stephen King 


Experience Taste of Opera! 


An all-inclusive evening out that includes dinner with 
wine, a premium seat at the opera, and casual conversation яна, 
with the creators of The Shining all for just $90. d y „а 


Thursday, May 12 | Vieux Carré, St. Paul 


Minnesota 


PERA E 


Endowment 


mnopera.org 612-333-6669 ""oaway mwone. ШІ THE NATIONAL OPERA CENTER 
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SPOTLIGHT 


BUYER AND CELLAR 
Through April 24 
New Century Theatre 
615 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 

Barbra Streisand looms as a cult figure for gay men. 
In Jonathan Tolins's play, a man is hired to look after the stuff 
in her Malibu basement, which is actually a shopping mall. 
Sasha Andreev plays the solo role of Alex More, a struggling 
actor in Los Angeles. He shares, “I didn't know much about 
Barbra before I became involved with Buyer and Cellar, aside 
from a couple of movies my stepmom made me watch as a kid 
as a part of my Jewish heritage. After prepping for this show 
however, I must admit that I’m a convert. Her body of work is 
astounding, and having to ‘be’ her in the show, I understand 
where she comes from when she's accused of being difficult. 
(She just really cares.) The play taps into the mystery of Bar- 
bra's life, as a public and private figure. It reveres it, scrutinizes 
it and pokes a little fun. There are many hidden gems referenc- 
ing famous lines from movies and songs, and plenty of humor 
and sarcasm to satisfy both the Barbra lovers and the cynics. 
Hopefully you'll walk away feeling like it was ultimately a Bar- 
bra celebration." 


Buyer and Cellar. Photo by Eliesa Johnson 


JULIUS CAESAR IN 

REPERTORY WITH MACBETH 

Through May 1 

Minneapolis Theatre Garage, 711 W. Franklin Ave. 
Minneapolis 

www.classicalactorsensemble.org 

In this 400th Anniversary of William Shakespeare's death 
and in our own time of political turbulence, we should reflect on 
those wise voices of the distant past who remind us that the pat- 
terns that understandably get under our skin are, by and large, 
nothing new. In Shakespeare's own time of political regime 
change, the conspiratorial murder of a beloved Roman general, 
Julius Caesar, spoke to its own later Elizabethan time, and it 
speaks to our time as well. 

Randall J. Funk is directing a Shakespeare play that has 
broad appeal and always has. If you think you are not a Shake- 
speare person, then check out this production. Funk shares, “In 
an election year, we're asking ourselves not just what candidate 
we'll vote for, but what kind of society we wish to create and to 
live in. It's the kind of meditation that perfectly accompanies a 
play like Julius Caesar. Are we willing to sacrifice our freedoms 
for the assurance of a strong and protective government? Can 
we uphold certain ideals in a world of practical politics? With 
political candidates using the rhetoric of fear and anger, it's 
impossible not to hear echoes of it in Antony's funeral oratory. In 
contrasting ideals and practicalities, freedom and security, emo- 
tion and intellect, Julius Ceasar is a political meditation not only 
for its time but also for ours." 

Two of the Twin Cities’ most charismatic young actors star. 
Brutus, actually the protagonist of Julius Caesar, is played by 
Neal Beckman and Mark Antony by Daniel Joeck. The play 
runs in repertory with Shakespeare's grisly Macbeth directed by 
Joseph Papke, with Michael Kelley and Hannah Steblay who was 
so terrific in the title role of CAE's The Duchess of Malfi in 2014. 
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LASSO OF TRUTH 

April 15-May 1 

Playwrights’ Center, 2301 E. 
Franklin Ave., Minneapolis 
612-838-3006 
www.brownpapertickets.com 


The nuclear family 
norm seems to be hardwired into 
our species, or at least a big por- 
tion of our species. Polygamy often 
is deemed as oppressive toward 
women and toward younger men 
who lack the resources that older 
men have to sustain a lifestyle sup- 
porting several wives. However, 
in recent years, polyamorous 
relationships have existed and 
have been possible much more 
successfully than we realize, 
though few polyamory practitio- 
ners profess their way of living 
because of fierce social prejudice. 
That said, there is more discussion 
nowadays about polyamory and 
Carson Kreitzer’s play, Lasso of 
Truth, sheds light on it. 

Leah Cooper, who is directing 
it for Walking Shadow Theatre 
Company and Workhaus Col- 
lective relates: “Lasso of Truth 
is based on the real life story of 
William Moulton Marston, the 
creator of the Wonder Woman 


comics and the lie detector 
machine, his wife Elizabeth, and 
their lover, Olive. All three lived 
together in a happy consen- 

sual polyamorous relationship 
throughout the ’30s and '40s until 
his death in 1947. They had four 
children together, two by each 
woman, and the two women lived 
together, raising the children, for 
the rest of their lives until Olive's 
death at 80 years old. In the play 
we see this relationship develop 
and evolve as they explore an 
open-minded approach to love 
and sensuality, as well as bond- 
age, dominance, and submission. 
Both women were the inspiration 
for the Wonder Woman character 
and Olive wore bracelets much 
like Wonder Woman. 

A dream team plays Lasso's 
trio: Annie Enneking, Meghan 
Kreidler, and Stephen Yoakam. 
As progressive as the Twin Cities 
theater scene is, polyamory is a 
subject that hasn't been explored 
on local stages. Harold Kahm's 
The Crowded Bed is perhaps the 
best known. B 
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OUR SCENE 


ARTS & CULTURE | SHANE LUECK 


` *: 
Christopher Wayne and Mike Tyler. Photo courtesy of The Naked Magicians. 


Now You See 


It: The Naked 


Magic Snow’ Reveals All 


Good magicians don’t need sleeves, but great magicians don’t need pants. 

Or so says Brisbane magician Christopher Wayne, one half of The 
Naked Magicians. Wayne, along with his Naked Magician counterpart, 
Mike Tyler, will be equipped with a top hat but not much else when they 
stop at Minneapolis’ Pantages Theatre during their American tour. 

Of course, naked magic wasn’t always part of Wayne’s career path. In 
fact, he was a pastor at a Christian church in Australia (although he now 
identifies as Agnostic), and it was actually there that he rediscovered 
magic as an adult. “The reason I decided to be a magician full time was 
because I honestly couldn’t think of a good reason to not pursue my 
childhood dream,” he says. “I figured, "What would be the worst thing 
that could happen if I just tried?” 

As a fan of all things magic, when Wayne sees a good magician per- 
form, he's enthralled. “Опе night I was at an event and they had booked 
a magician (it was Mike) and he was one of the best performers I had 
seen live," Wayne remembers. “Т asked him to show me a trick, and he 
ended up stealing my watch without me knowing! I asked him on a ‘bro 


date' and we had so much in common, we have been best mates since." 

The two enjoyed successful careers doing regular magic until the 
male stripping movie Magic Mike was released. They discussed how 
people kept making Magic Mike jokes to them (*How big is your wand?", 
"Can you make your clothes disappear?") and then they realized...in 
the history of magic, nobody had ever made a naughty magic show. It 
was such a simple idea in its core, but Wayne says it has changed their 
lives. Abracadabra, a show was born, complete with birthday suit. 

According to Wayne, there is nothing more vulnerable than being na- 
ked on stage; it's the ultimate trust exercise. “No way was I always this 
comfortable with my body!" Wayne admits. “I had to lose about 55 pounds 
(I used an online converter to figure out what pounds were) to get in to 
shape for this show. We were both magic geeks first and foremost, so we 
had to make sure our bodies were in prime condition, and we both had to 
get used to being naked in front of people. Two years on however, I can 
honestly say that the best part of my day is standing naked in front of a 
thousand people while they are having the time of their lives." 
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HABITATION 


FURNISHING + DESIGN 


HABITATIONDESIGN.COM 
952.426.3548 
4317 EXCELSIOR BLVD. ST. LOUIS PARK, MN 55416 


Visit our retail store: M, W, Th, F & Sat 10am-7pm or Sun 12-5pm Closed on Tuesdays 
Creating beautiful homes for beautiful families 


INFINITI. 


Infiniti of 
саў Bloomington 


(952) 888-5555 


Inspired Performance" 


Come visit our new facility in Bloomington and take your favorite Infiniti for test drive. 


2016 Infiniti AWD QX70 Luxury Crossover 
— = 


— 2016 premium, premium plus, AWD, 
round view camera system, Bose audio, 
Bluetooth, heated leather seats and much more. 


1500 WEST 81ST STREET | BLOOMINGTON, MN 55431 


www.lutherinfiniti.com 


THE ULTIMATE BIG LEAGUE 
EXPERIENCE IS COMING 10 


PURCHASE TICKETS AT 
LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM/OUTINTHESTANDS 


TICKET SALES BENEFIT TWIN CITIES GOD DTIME SOFTBALL LEAGUE, TWIN CITIES 
QUORUM, MINNEAPOLIS MOVIE BEARS, MINNEAPOLIS MAYHEM RUGBY. 


Choose between two sections. 


BUDWEISER ROOF DECK e $49 per person 
The Budweiser Roof Deck is the ultimate Minnesota Twins outdoor 
experience! It accommodates 250 people, and offers cash bar, 
concessions and a large fire pit. 


SKYLINE VIEW - SECTION 327 • $26 per person 


Minnesota Twins Skyline View seats provide a spectacular view of the 
Minneapolis skyline, are angled towards home plate and are close to 
concessions and escalators. 
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And of course, when you are naked on stage, there is always space for 
things to go wrong. “Our worst injury came when we were doing a photo 
shoot in Australia," Wayne says. "We were recreating our now famous 
poster shot, and Mike had to throw a fireball into the air for the photo 
for some additional 'flair.' The fireball landed right on my penis and gave 
my job and my hobby quite a burn. The lesson: always keep your penis 
away from open flames." 

Wayne promises that audiences have never seen anything like The 
Naked Magic Show, and they promise to deliver what the poster says. 
^We step up to the plate and deliver what is the naughtiest and funniest 
magic show that you will ever see, and we guarantee that by the end of it 
you will have seen everything,” Wayne says. “Honestly, by the end of the 
show people have tears streaming down their faces from laughter, and 
the ultimate shock-and-awe expression on their faces from a final act that 
has to be seen to be believed." 

Wayne describes the finale as magical, rude, shocking, and hilari- 
ous, guaranteeing that you will walk away from it in shock and disbe- 
lief. *Magically" speaking, the show also features a trick that involves 
every single audience member — where the magic happens completely 
in your hands. People always tell the magicians that they can't believe 
they got to make magic happen from their own seats. 

Since the show began a couple years ago, Wayne says it has grown 
and evolved, saying it was "really good" at best. But he and Tyler kept 
working on the show, listening to audience feedback, and spending ev- 
ery spare minute to make parts of the show move faster, to get more 
audience involvement, to create bigger “Wow!” moments, and to get as 
many laughs as possible. 

^We wanted this show to be unlike anything else on the planet, and we 
worked on it day and night," Wayne says. "Two years later, I can honestly say 
that this is one of the funniest, entertaining, and most unique shows anyone 
will ever see; which is why we sell out everywhere in the world that we go. 
Im really proud of that, and I love that audiences enjoy it as much as we do." 

But beyond the magic, Wayne is also a strong ally for the commu- 
nity. As a straight male, he doesn't have to be so outspoken about GLBT 
issues, but he and Tyler are very active supporters of the GLBT com- 
munity in Australia, something that Wayne says was important to them 
before they were ever naked magicians. 

"There are a few political parties and religious groups [in Australia] 
that are really outspoken about their opposition to marriage equality and 
to educating our youth about LGBT issues,” he says. "There is something 
inside of me that is heartbroken about the fact that in my country, gay 
people don't have the same rights as me. Because of my profile as an en- 
tertainer I have been given a platform and a voice, and I choose to use that 
voice to stand up for LGBT rights, marriage equality, and, importantly, to 
let young people who may be struggling with sexual identity know that 
they are loved, valued, and cared about as much as any other person." 

'The former Christian pastor who cut ties with his former life and 
beliefs, primarily due to irrevocable differences between the church and 
his personal stance on gay rights, said that he loves the diversity in the 
audiences he sees, citing both ladies' night out as well as a large num- 
ber of GLBT members of the audience. Whatever your identity, Wayne 
promises you will have a good time. 

"You will never see a naughtier or funnier show than The Naked Mag- 
ic Show, and we can't wait to Show you our magic wands," he says, with a 
wink. “Oh, and one more thing: We're not naked the whole time. It’s like 
a first date. We kind of make you work for it." ш 


THE NAKED MAGIC SHOW 
April 28, 8:00 p.m. 

Pantages Theatre 
www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
Must be 18+ to enter. 


Christopher Wayne. Photo courtesy of The Naked Magicians 
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Ge EE OUR DOG 


ROSE & SPAKLING WINE 
25% Off 3-5 bottles* 
30% Off 6+ bottles* 
OTHER WINES PRIVATE ROOM AVAILABLE * SEATS 40 
15% Off 3-5 bottles* GREAT FOR REHEARSAL DINNERS • AV 
25% Off 6+ bottles* `a 


*Not valid on green tag/sale items, coupon items, 
antl/or with other promotions. While supplies last. 


LOCATED AT EXCELSIOR & GRAND 
BOLGRAND WAY ° ST. LOUIS PARK 


1 point = $1 spent — 
250 points = $10 gift card mium 10529243494 - MCCOYSMN.COM 
500 points = $25 gift card = 
1000 points = $60 gift card 


Seniors - EVERYDAY 10% cooo | C RE AMER Y 


Off Non-sale Wine, 


Liquor & Beer. A café from Seward Co-op 


LOWRY il LIQUORS 


1922 Hennepin Ave 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
Ihlwine.com 


Visit our sister store: 


lakeside 
WINE e ЖА 
+SPIRITS | PS // Evening 


1916 W. Wayzata Blvd 
ШЫ ae 2601 E Franklin Ave, Mpls | www.coopcreamery.coop 


Lakesidewineandspirits.com 
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DINING OUT 
FOR LIFE 


BY BRADLEY TRAYNOR 


It's that time of year again: Dining Out For Life, an annual fundraising event involving the 
generous participation of volunteers, corporate sponsors, and restaurants. You'll see KARE11 
personalities Sven Sundgaard and Rena Sarigianopoulos, in addition to hundreds of volunteers, 
wearing red aprons at your favorite restaurants that are generously donating portions of their 


proceeds to benefit The Aliveness Project. 


Dining Out For Life is now produced in 60 cities throughout the United States and Canada. 
Across North America, more than $4 million dollars a year is raised to support the missions of 60 
outstanding HIV/AIDS service organizations. This year 200 participating restaurants in the Twin 

Cities, Duluth, and Mankato have agreed to donate a portion of their proceeds to The Aliveness 
Project on April 28. Read the highlighted choices of hotspots and then plan your day to *Dine Out, 
Do Good" by checking out the full list of participating restaurants and the percentage of proceeds 

they'll be donating at www.diningoutforlife.com/minneapolis. 


LYN65 Kitchen & Bar — 35% 


There's a restaurant in a 
strip mall in Richfield that's 
guaranteed to change your 
image of restaurants in strip 
malls in Richfield. Tucked 
away just south of Highway 


62, LYN65 is a secret garden of | 


a restaurant, perfect for a date 
night or fun feast with friends. 
Especially if you love food. 
The entrées are solid, but I 
recommend smallplating your 
way across the menu. If you 
skip the bologna sandwich, 
we're no longer friends. Trust 
me. It'll win you bonus points 
with friends and paramours 
alike. As will the burger and 
the chicken wings. And pizzas. 
| could go on. Just go. 
www.lyn65.com 
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Zen Box Izakaya — 35% 


Everybody knows their way 
around a sushi menu by now, but 
if you're looking to step up your 
Japanese bar food and ramen 
game, take a trip to Zen Box 
Izakaya and explore a whole new 
menu of deliciously adventurous 
treats. From the crisp, doughy 
goodness of octopus-stuffed tako 
yaki to the crunch-festooned 
fried chicken kara age, Zen Box’s 
menu will have you planning an 
outright trip to the land of the 
rising sun in no time. If you miss 
visiting on Dining Out for Life, 
pop in prior to your next trip to 
the Guthrie. 
www.zenboxizakaya.com 


Chin Dian Cafe — 35% 


Some nights you feel like Chinese 
food, other nights Indian. You 
may not realize it yet, but from 
now on you're about to crave 
both. At the same time. Enter 
Chin Dian Cafe. My outlook on 
takeout life was changed a couple 
weeks back after my first few 
bites of Madras Chicken and veg- 
gie samosas. Is it Chinese food, is 
it Indian? It’s both. And the only 
thing you'll care about is how to 
get more into your mouth. Head 
to Northeast for a truly unique 
dine in or take out experience. 
www.chindiancafe.com 


Jakeeno's — 35% 


I have a special place in my heart 
for neighborhood pizza joints. 
Where else can you get a simple 
yet satisfying slice or five and 
chew the fat with a few friends 
after a long day at the office? 
Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta is a clas- 
sic Powderhorn pizza parlor with 
everything deliciously old school 
you'd expect. If the weather's 
nice, order up some wings on the 
patio and relax. Or if it's a deliv- 
ery kind of night, pick up a large 
cheeseburger pie with an order 
of wings, maybe a salad, and an 
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Sassy Spoon 


order of artichoke dip and you're 
night is pretty well made. 
www.jakeenos.com 


Blue Door Pub — 25% 


Burgers come and burgers go, 
but the burgers at Blue Door 

will always be among my all- 
time favorites. Frankly, nobody 
has come close to Blue Door’s 
peanut-butter-and-bacon-laden 
Jiffy Burger and I strongly doubt 
anyone ever will. If that sounds 
too adventurous a combo, fear 
not. The menu is chock full of 
fabulous beefy options. Their sig- 
nature cheese-stuffed Blucys are 
the stuff of burger legend. And 
because you're already in a festive 
mood, make room for the nacho 
totchos and SPAM bites. 


www.thebdp.com 


Mojo Monkey Donuts — 20% 


Start your Dining Out for Life 
day of meals with one of the best 
fresh-baked donuts in the Twin 
Cities, bar none. And, by *bar 
none,” I mean you better grab 
hold of one (or a dozen) Maple 
Bar donuts topped with thick cut 
bacon. Yes, I said bacon. There 
is no better marriage of flavors 
than maple and bacon. Trust me. 
No matter your wanton donut 
desires, Mojo will have a hearty 
selection of uniquely delicious 
sweet treats. Fill up a box of cake, 
raised, cruller, danish, and other 
desires to share with coworkers 
or friends. You'll be employee/ 
friend/partner of the month for, 
like, the whole year. 
www.mojomonkey.biz 


Ward 6 Food & Drink — 20% 


If I’m in St. Paul, it's for a concert 
or, more likely, food. And just like 
Minneapolis' restaurant renais- 
sance, St. Paul is now replete with 
its very own tempting tastescape. 
Hop over the river this year for a 
ridiculously soul-warming meal 
at the magical Ward 6. I first fell 
in love with this Payne Avenue 


Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


establishment after inhaling the 
now mythical Fatty Melt, a burger 
stuffed between two grilled 
cheese sammies. Sadly, it's now a 
thing of lore, but Ward 6 always 
has a unique burger just waiting 
for you. The special beef-fat-fried 
fish and chips are thankfully still 
on the menu and worth every 
pant-expanding bite. 
www.ward6stpaul.com 


eagleBOLThar — 100% 


The eagle needs no explanation, 
but a reminder that, in addition to 
a stiff drink or four, you can also 
grab a super juicy burger basket 
with fries at this downtown water- 
ing hole. Perfect for your Dining 
Out for Life lunchtime nosh with 


coworkers or late-night nibble 
with friends. 
www.eagleboltbar.com 


Sassy Spoon — 207; 

You might think a self-described 
gluten-free restaurant would re- 
sult in a culinary snooze fest. You 
would be wrong. Completely and 
utterly wrong. This swiftly-becom- 
ing-South-Minneapolis-staple is 
jam-packed with an impressively 
rich menu full of delicious bites 
that just happen to also come sans 
gluten. The flatbread pizza and 
turkey meatballs are a personal 
favorite, as is the cauliflower rice. 
For dessert, please avail yourself 
of the cookie dough. 
www.sassyspoonmpls.com E 
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3:00-6:00pm & 9:00pm-1:00am | WU, mm 


$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails err С МАКЕ 


$2 Off All Burgers After 9:00pm E `Z A Ыы VJ RD. LE 
$3 Martinis 


During Happy Hour on Monday & Tuesdays! 


Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events 


* fine burgers, beer & wine * 
RedCowMN.com 
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BEST BURGER in TOWN! 


CLOSE TO THE XCEL ENERGY CENTER 8. THE ORDWAY | WWW.BURGERMOES.COM 
242 WEST 7TH STREET I SAINT PAUL, MN 551021 651.222.3100 


CITY PAGES, KARE 11 and LAVENDER invite you to 


DINING OUT FOR LIF 
THURSDAY, APRIL 28, 2016 
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Proud Host Sponsor 


Dine Out, Fight AIDS 


www.aliveness.org 
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Dine out at one of these participating restaurants on Thursday, April 28, and a portion of the proceeds will be donated to The Aliveness Project, 
а community center that serves people living with HIV/AIDS. It's the easiest good deed you'll do this year — all you have to do is eat! 
612-824-LIFE (5433) aliveness.org #AlivenessMN #DOLMN 
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PLATINUM 35%+ 


D Т 128 Cafe x 
D Acqua - Forest Lake 
D Acqua - White Bear Lake 


D alVento ж 
D Т Bambü 
D BANK 


D 1 Birchwood Café 
B LD Т Blackbird 
LD Brookside Bar & Grill 
L D Т Carmelo’s Ristorante 
D Chin Dian 
B Y Cook St. Paul 
L D Y Cuppa Java 
LD  eagleBOLTbar * (100%) 
BL Т Eggy’s Diner 
D  Ernie's Pub & Grille 
D Y Finnish Bistro * (100%) 


FireLake Grill House & 
Cocktail Bar - Mall of America * 


FireLake Grill House & 
Cocktail Bar ж 


L D 1 George and the Dragon 
L D 1 Grand Café 
D Т HauteDish 
B LD Т Hazel's Northeast 
BLD  TheHerkimer Pub and Brewery 
D Highland Café & Bakery 
D Himalayan Restaurant 
D Ноа Агера 
BL Y HotPlate 
D Y Icehouse 
D  J.D.Hoyt's 
LD  Jakeeno' Pizza & Pasta 
L D Т Khyber Pass Café 
BL Y LEtoile du Nord Cafe 
LD  LeTown Talk Diner 
BL Т Longfellow Grill 
LD  TheLowbrow 
BL Т The Lowry 
D LUSH 
D  Lyn65 Kitchen & Bar 
D  Margaux's Table 
L D Т Market Bar-B-Que 
L D 1 Masor's Restaurant Barre * 
L D Т Maverick's Wood Grill 
LD Meet Market - Stillwater 
LD Meet Market - White Bear Lake 
LD The Melting Pot Minneapolis 
D  moto-i 
BLD Muffin Top Café 
D  NgonVietnamese Bistro 
BLD  TheNicollet Diner 
D  Pagoda 
D Т Piccolo 


Pizza Lucé - Downtown Mpls 
(DINE IN ONLY) 


wo 


B Y 


LDY 


L D T Pizza Lucé - Hopkins (DINE IN ONLY) 


Pizza Lucé - Richfield 
(DINE IN ONLY) 


Pizza Lucé - Roseville 
(DINE IN ONLY) 


L D Т Pizza Lucé - Seward (DINE IN ONLY) 
L D 1 Pizza Lucé - St. Paul (DINE IN ONLY) 
L D 1 Pizza Lucé - Uptown (DINE IN ONLY) 
L D Y Pizza Nea ж 


Prairie Dogs Hot Dogs & 
Handcrafted Sausages 


LD The Saloon x (100%) 
LD  Sawatdee & Zushiya of Maple Grove 
LD Sawatdee St. Paul 


Sawatdee Thai Restaurant - 
Minneapolis 


LD  SmackShack 
D SWCraft Ваг 
D Y Toast Wine Bar & Cafe * 
D Tongue In Cheek 


LDY 


LDY 


LDY 


LD 


BL Twin Cities Leather & Latte 
* (100%) 
L T The Unofficial 
BLD  Victor's 1959 Café 


B L D Y The Wedge Table 

BLD Wilde Café and Spirits 

В L D Т Wise Acre Eatery 

BLD Үшт! Kitchen & Bakery - Minnetonka 


Yum! Kitchen & Bakery - 
St. Louis Park 


D Теп Box Izakaya 


GOLD 25-34% 


LD Angelina’s Kitchen 
LD Blue Door Longfellow 
LD Blue Door Pub 


BLD 


LD Blue Door U 
L D Т Bluefox Indian Bar & Grill 
D 1 Brewer's Table 

BLD Butter Bakery Cafe 

LD Citizen Supper Club 
BL Colossal Café 
BL Colossal Café - Grand 
BL Colossal Café - Minneapolis 


D Y Common Roots Cafe 
D Т Corner Table 
D Т Curran's Restaurant 
LD  DayBlock Brewing Co. 
LD Н/5 East Food & Cocktails 
D  Erté and The Peacock Lounge 
L D Т Foxy Falafel 
LD Great Waters Brewing Company 
L Harriet's Inn 
D Y The Hilltop 
D 7 joan’s in the Park 
B L Т Kramarczuk Sausage Co. Inc. 
LD  Lyon'sPub 
ВІ D Т Marin Restaurant & Bar 
BL May Day Café 
L D  McCoy's Public House 
L D 7 Mill Valley Kitchen 


D Nightingale 

LD  Northbound Smokehouse & Brewpub 
D Т Pilgrimage Café 

L D Т Pizzeria Lola 

LD  Qfanatic BBQ - Minneapolis 
D  TheRabbit Hole 


Rainbow Chinese 
Restaurant and Bar 


L D Т Revival 

D  Rinata 

D Saffron Restaurant & Lounge 
L D T Signature Café 

D Sparks 

D Terzo 


DY 


D Travail Kitchen & Amusements 
D Union Bar & Grill 
D Union Rooftop 

L D Т Vo's Vietnamese Restaurant 


SILVER 20-24% 


L D Y The 5-8 Club 
L D Y The 5-8 Grill & Bar 
L D Т 5-8 Grill & Tap 
L D Т 5-8 Tavern & Grill 
LD Angelo’s Italian Restaurant 
BLD  Barbette 
D Y Be'Wiched Deli 
BL Black Dog Cafe 
LD Black Forest Inn 
D Black Sheep Pizza - St. Paul 


LD Borough 
LD  Boston's 
D Bradstreet Craftshouse 
BLD  Bruegger' Prairie Village 
BLD  Bruegger's Westwind Plaza 
BLD Bryant Lake Bowl 


D The Bulldog Downtown 
D  TheBulldog Lowertown 
D  TheBulldog Uptown 
D Buona Sera Ristorante and Wine Bar 
LD  Buster's on 28th 
D  TheButcher Block Restaurant 
D Т Café Ena 
B L D Т Cafe Racer Kitchen 
D 1 Chilkoot Café and Cyclery 
D Соир d'etat 
D Craftsman Restaurant 
L D 7 Crooners Lounge & Supper Club 
LD  DanKelly's Pub 
LD The Draft Horse 
Dunn Brothers Coffee - Linden Hills 
D  EatStreet Social 


Elsie's Restaurant, Bar & 
Bowling Center 


L D Т Galactic Pizza 
BLD  Gigi's Café 
L D Т Ginger Hop Restaurant & Bar 
D  GYST Fermentation Bar 
LD  TheHappy Gnome 


BLD 


BLD  HardTimes Café 
BLD Т Hell's Kitchen 
L D Т Kafé 421 
D Kings Wine Bar 
D  Kyatchi 
D Т La Fresca 
D Lake & Irving 
D  LunaRossa Trattoria & Wine Bar 
LD Manny Tortas 
D  Midori's Floating World Café 
BLD Y Milton's V V B 
B Mojo Monkey Donuts 
LD Monello 
D Nighthawks 
L D Т Nonna Rosa’s Ristorante Italiano 
D Northeast Social 
L D 1 Ox Cart Ale House 
B L D Т Park Tavern 


LD  PatsTap 
LD  ThePourhouse 
D РИВ819 


D  RailStation Bar and Grill 
D Т Red Cow - Minneapolis 
D Т Red Cow - North Loop 
D Т Red Cow - St. Paul 
LD Red Stag Supperclub 
LD Republic Seven Corners 
D Т Rincón 38 
D Т Roat Osha 
BL Rustica Bakery 
D Salut Bar Americain - St. Paul 
L D Y The Sample Room 
L D Т Sassy Spoon 
D  Sawatdee of Eden Prairie 
D  Stanley's Northeast Bar Room 
BL Swede Hollow Cafe 
LD  TheThird Bird 
BLD  TinyDiner 


D Т Tooties On Lowry 
D T Tum Rup Thai 
D  Victor's on Water 
L "WA. Frost & Company 
BL Т Ward6 Food & Drink 


2016 GREATER MINNESOTA 
PARTICIPATING RESTAURANTS 


DULUTH 


PLATINUM 35%+ 


Pizza Lucé - Duluth 
LD T (DINE IN ONLY) 


SILVER 20-24% 


BLD Y Amazing Grace Bakery and Cafe 
D X Duluth Grill 


LD New Scenic Café 


MANKATO 


LD  Pub500 


В = Breakfast L = Lunch D = Dinner 


Т = Includes alcohol ж =50%+ 


2016 
DRAG 
BRUNCH 


с DRAG 
YOURSELF 
TO BRUNCH 


BY SHANE LUECK 


Sass. Check. Eyelashes. Check. Heels. Check. 

If you're in need of brunch with a side of lively 
entertainment, a drag brunch is the place for you. Where 
else are you able to enjoy your favorite menus (who 
doesn't love breakfast foods?!) and see your favorite queens 
do their thing, all in an atmosphere where it is socially 
acceptable to day drink? Any decent-sized city has at least 
one drag brunch, but with more and more Twin Cities 
eateries hopping on the drag queen brunch bandwagon 
(and not just gay bars, either!), there is truly a brunch scene 
for everyone. Whether waking up to hit brunch after a long 
night out on the town or bringing the family out for a nice 
meal, drag brunches across the metro are sure to entertain. 


Gay 905 

www.gay90s.com 

On the first Sunday of every month, all 
ages are welcome as reigning Miss Gay 
United States Brandonna Dupri LaReese 
hosts Eggs N Drag from 11 a.m. until 

2 p.m. LaReese takes credit as creating 
Minnesota’s original drag brunch, going 
on three years now. Coming from the East 
Coast where they are a popular event, La- 
Reese worked to create a family-friendly 
brunch (note: the drag acts are G-rated), 
even slotting time in the act for the 
children in the audience to get on stage 
and strut their stuff. Brunch-goers can 
partake in a $15 all-you-can-eat breakfast 
buffet (complete with an omelet station, 
and kids under 12 get in for just $7) and 
$10 bottomless mimosas, with a Bloody 
Mary bar soon to come. 

LaReese says she is seeing the 
brunches having a positive effect on the 
community. “We get a lot of kids who 
come with families, who are already 
identifying themselves as a different 
gender,” she says. “We are able to provide 
a safe atmosphere for people like that. 
Teenagers who are just starting to come 
out. I get to have conversations with these 
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kids and families and share things I went 
through as a kid.” 

Aside from LaReese and her “right- 
hand girl” Bad Karma, the cast at the Gay 
90’s rotates with different girls featured. 
Regardless of who is performing that 
day, LaReese promises you'll have a good 
time. No matter why you are brunching, 
LaReese says it's all about you. “We do 
games, we bring out bachelorettes and 
bachelors; we do free shots for them on 
stage and they tell us where they met, and 
all that," she says. "They make us, without 
them we would just be queens performing 
to empty chairs." 


Union Rooftop 
www.facebook.com/flipphone 

Born out of a desire to create a Dolly 
Parton Flip Phone event that Chad Kampe 
didn’t think would be a best fit for a night 
event, Flip Phone’s drag brunches are a 
hit, with reservations usually selling out 
within 24 hours. Without a set schedule, 
Flip Phone’s brunches are set each month 
based on Union’s schedule, though they 
usually happen on Saturdays. The best 
way to find out about the next brunch is 
to follow Flip Phone on Facebook. 


“Guests attending our events 
expect a party, and we bring it!” 
Kampe says. “The retractable roof at 
Union is what really makes our events 
special. We have the opportunity to 
do our drag brunches with the roof 
off and under the sun. Who wants to 
sit in a dark room on a beautiful day? 
If the weather is cruddy, you have 
the opportunity to sit under the glass 
and feel like you’re outside. All of our 
events feel like a party and usually 
end with guests getting up and danc- 
ing.” 

The party brunches are always 
set around a theme. Past brunches in- 
clude Beyoncé, Britney Spears, 
Disney, and Dolly Parton, with more 
exciting themes to come. With the 
variety in themes, comes a variety of 
queens from across the drag commu- 
nity. “They enjoy coming back to our 
events because our audience is always 
thrilled for their performances,” 
Kampe says. “Many of the queens we 
work with also perform at Flip Phone 
dance parties. They all slay it! I say do- 
ing drag before nightfall is a gift from 
the gods! Our past queens include 
Sasha Cassadine, Kamaree Williams, 
Julia Starr, Phaedra Simone, Sasha 
Carter Richards, Jamie Monroe, 
Belize Rodgers, Kelondra Rodgers, 
Alexis Beamer, and Nickita Kyle.” 

Kampe also partners with 
OutFront Minnesota to raise money 
during each event. So far in 2016, he 
says they’ve raised over $5,000 for the 
organization during these brunches. 


Hell's Kitchen 
www.hellskitcheninc.com 
Local favorite Hell’s Kitchen has 
always been known for their unique 
entertainment offerings and their 
relentless support for the com- 
munity. According to Nina DiAn- 
gelo, they have been wanting to try a 
drag brunch for a while and ap- 
proached her to make it happen. 
Every third Sunday of the month, 
DiAngelo is sure to put quality above 
all else. Starting with the food. Hell’s 
Kitchen is consistently described as 
offering some of the best recipes in 
the city. The brunch menu is stacked 
with standard brunch favorites, as 
well as many of Hell’s Kitchen’s signa- 
ture items. And of course, DiAngelo’s 
drag brunch features the infamous 
Bloody Mary bar, which is actually 
а 35-foot hallway where you can cre- 
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From left: Kamaree Williams, Phaedra Simone, Belize Rodgers. Photo by Andy Lien 
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2016 
DRAG 
BRUNCH 


ate some of the most insane Bloody 
combinations ever seen (only $12.95 
during the drag brunch). 

That level of quality is also main- 
tained in the entertainment. Other 
than DiAngelo, local favorites/legends 
Roxy Marquis, CeeCee Russell, and 
Bebe Zahara Benet are mainstays in 
the cast. "Always the best of the best," 
DiAngelo says. “Our show is heavily 
produced, and we offer some of the 
most seamless celebrity imperson- 
ations that the midwest has to offer. 
Also, we typically have an entertainer 
from out of town, just to ensure that 
when you come to our brunch you will 
always see something different." 

The timing of the Hell's Kitch- 
en brunch (3:00-5:00 p.m.) also 
sets them apart. You can sleep in 
and still see your share of fabulous 
drag accompanied with fabulous food. 
"Due to the overwhelming response 
we've received, there is a possibility 
that the brunches may become more 
frequent, but that is still in the conver- 
sation phase," DiAngelo says. “We sell 
out rather quickly, so it just depends 
on who gets online first to get tickets." 


LUSH 


If you ask Mistress Victoria DeVille, 
Lush's brunch and drag shows have 
always been extremely popular, so it 
only made sense to combine them. 
Now, every Sunday at noon, for the 
price of a $20 ticket, DeVille and the 
cast of #DragRevolution thrill audi- 
ences while you dine on an all-you- 
can-eat brunch buffet of the favorites 
off the Lush brunch menu. Bottom- 
less mimosas can be added for $12. 
Keep your eyes open! DeVille says 
they frequently have special guests. 
^We have some fabulous regulars, 
but also see new faces every week," 
DeVille says. “Our drag brunches 
feature the most performers in town.” 
Each week has a different themed 
show. The first week of every month 
is Pajama Party Drag Bunch and the 
last Sunday of each month is themed 
for all ages (a G-rated, kid-friendly 
drag brunch). Popular themes in the 
past have included country western, 
gospel, divas, disco, and more! 
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Mistress Victoria DeVille. Photo courtesy of Mistress Victoria DeVille 


Hell’s Kitchen 


Top row: Nina DiAngelo as Barbra Streisand, BeBe Zahara Benet as Donna Summer, Roxy Marquis as Dolly 
Parton. Middle row: Nina DiAngelo as Bette Midler, Nina DiAngeo as Pink, BeBe Zahara Benet as Whitney 
Houston. Bottom row: BeBe Zahara Benet as Diana Ross, Roxy Marquis as Amy Winehouse, Roxy Marquis as 
Madonna. Photos by Jim Wilson 


Pride Presents: Sponsored by: 


Kathy Griffin DELTA 
June 23 | Orchestra Hall LAVENDER 


Tickets start at $45 


sh 
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Tickets On Sale April 26 PRID 


Visit tcpride.org for ticket information. 
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NEW The Commodore Bar & Restaurant 


RESTAURANTS 


New Not-to-Miss Restaurants 
BY ANDY LIEN | PHOTOS BY ANDY LIEN 


Lavender comes out with a new issue every two weeks, each 
one covering a new restaurant or food and drinking topic in 
some way, shape, or form. In a place like the Twin Cities, a 
hotbed of culinary delight, we do our best to keep up. To that 
end, I want to shine the light on a few of the places that have 
opened recently that you should know about and what I find to 
be enchanting about each of them. 
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Cathedral Hill Gem: 

The Commodore Bar & Restaurant 
St. Paul 

www.thecommodorebar.com 

Brought to us by the same group that 
has W.A. Frost and Company, the Uni- 
versity Club of Saint Paul, the Saint 
Paul Athletic Club, and Stout's Island 
Lodge, Commonwealth Properties has 
gifted us with a gleaming gem: The 
Commodore Bar & Restaurant. The 
Commodore opened as a hotel in 1920 
and is now condominiums. Though 
the space for the restaurant and bar 
had been used for private events over 
the years, the recent overhaul of the 
art deco bar and restaurant seating 

in its first floor has brought it back to 
life for the public. Hailing a time when 
Е Scott Fitzgerald lived within its 
walls and bootlegging was a thing, the 
drinks are made with Gatsby in mind 
and the spirits all come from within 
“bootlegging distance,” so, they're 
local. I recommend gussying up and 
getting reservations for the dining 
room, or bellying up to the bar for the 
Commodore Burger with gruyere and 
fries. 


Day Trip Delight: 

Estelle’s Eatery & Bar 

Harmony, Minnesota 
www.facebook.com/estelleseatery 
A day trip that tends to be common 
among Lavender readers is a jaunt 
down toward Lanesboro. Or, some 
make a weekender out of it, hitting 
the Root River Trail, some antique 
shops, as well as one of the many 
gay-owned bed and breakfasts in the 
area — something that I recommend 
highly, as do I recommend going 

a little further south to Harmony, 

for Estelle’s. In a small town that’s 
known for having the biggest Amish 
community in Minnesota, there is 
this new eatery (opened in July 2015) 
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Collision, Glass and More! 
RECOGNITIONS 


THE ONLY AUDI AUTHORIZED ALUMINUM COLLISION REPAIRER IN THE 5 STATE AREA 


ALWAYS BREWING. 


RB HAPPY HOUR 


$? LATIN SALSA STACK 
BLACK BEAN & CORN FLAUTAS CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT 1-688-898-0016 or cer ан онине esrmarear LAMETTRYS.COM 
sevections CHORIZO & СОЛТА PRETZEL BITES 


BALL PARK PRETZELS 
JALAPENO PRETZEL STIX nti live 

CRISPY CHICKEN FINGERS ЕТСЕ ВӘ Delwery ж 
GUACAMOLE MADE-T0-ORDER 

CRISPY-SPICED SALMON BITES Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 


Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice Ға 


BREWERY NACHOS 
FULL PEPPERONI PIZZA 2 
seections FULL MARGHERITA PIZZA 


5; TRUE PINTS OF OUR 
KEES ON TAP" LOCAL BEERS 


BEVERAGE SPECIALS 651 South Cleveland, St. Paul e 651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2505 


$2 OFF $2 OFF Si 


OTHER SEASONAL WINES BY SPECIALTY 
BEERS THE GLASS COCKTAILS 


BONUS HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 
MONDAY УР pes Bottles 
TUESDAY 


Romance Italian style... come in 
А and warm your heart at La Grolla. 


Historic Cathedral Hill Neighborhood 
452 Selby Avenue, St. Paul 
LE - 
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WEDNESDAY. .$5 Specialty С Cocktails 
THURSDA American Classics 
..$5 RB Margaritas 


MON-FRI 3-6:30PM е SUN-THUR 10PM-CLOSE 
AT BAR & COCKTAIL AREAS ONLY 


800 LaSalle Plaza 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 


612-332-2739 


Come in for a taste of friendship! 
(651) 221-1061 - LagrollaStPaul.com 


www.rockbottom.com 
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that won me over in moments. The 
decor is both light and rustic, the 
people are friendly, and the food is 
superb. I'd heard that the duo behind 
the restaurant, Matt Brown and Heidi 
Harstad, had experience at Travail, 
Pig Ate My Pizza, the Rookery, and 
Haute Dish, so to say that the squash 
soup that changed my life started as a 
bowl of food bits and a puff of cotton 
candy that was dissolved by the soup 
as it was poured over it is neither a 
surprise nor an oddity. That it tasted 
so good was downright staggering, 
though. The sandwiches, salads, and 
desserts we devoured all had the 
same effect on us: they made us smile 
and wish for more...as did learning 
from our server, a lifetime friend of 
Heidi's, that the restaurant is named 
for Brown and Harstad's infant daugh- 
ter. A delight of a place. 


Blue Ribbon Reno: 

Handsome Hog 

St. Paul 

www.handsomehog.com 

One of the most impressive reno- 
vations in recent history is this 
newcomer to Mears Park in St. Paul, 
Handsome Hog. What had been Bin 
Wine Bar, a not-unattractive space 
itself, has been completely redone 

to become a sophisticated, savvy 
setting for a contemporary Southern 
restaurant. While I’m handing out 
blue ribbons for design, let me also 
say that it’s “Some Pig” that Chef 
Justin Sutherland’s putting out. Open 
for lunch, dinner, and late-night 
noshes, the Handsome Hog has all 
the bases covered from cocktails to 
charcuterie to entrées to dessert. My 
non-hog personal favorites included 
the Chicken N Waffles (rosemary and 
pear-infused waffles, buttermilk fried 
chicken, honey cayenne butter, and 
bourbon maple syrup), Hushpuppies 
(made with crawfish, roasted corn, 
and smoked green tomato relish), the 
Beef Short Rib (with potato wedges, 
mustard greens, smoked trumpet 
mushrooms, and pickled water- 
melon rind) and a decadent dessert 
of Smoked Peaches & Cream (vanilla 
cremeux, grilled peaches, smoked 
candied almonds, peach ice cream, 
and smoked almond milk). And that 
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I can hit it up before or after a Saints game 

via the Green Line LRT is only a bonus. It's 
a renovation for not only that space, but for 
the food scene over at Mears Park. 


Neighborhood Newbie: 

Heirloom 

St. Paul 

www.heirloomstpaul.com 

'The Merriam Park neighborhood of St. 
Paul has been hankering for a place like 
Heirloom. Some have called it a restaurant 
desert, I'd just call it ripe for the planting. 
Living fairly close to this newcomer, I want 


Heirloom 


£3 


E 


to give a heart-felt welcome to the place 
that’s dishing up what they call “modern 
farmhouse cuisine.” Chef Wyatt Marsh is 
taking what is seasonal and both serving 
and saving it; giving us what’s fresh in 
spring and summer as well as preserving it 
for fall and winter. I like the concept, I like 
the execution. The service has been ear- 
nest, the space is inviting and I’m looking 
forward to my brunch reservations there 
this weekend. For supper, I’ll tell you that 
while I ate my way through a fair portion of 
the menu, my short list includes the must- 
have Parsnip Custard (with pearl onions and 
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2528 NICOLLET AVE SOUTH * MINNEAPOLIS 
612.276.6523 HAVE A LOOK AT WHAT ENCORE HAS TO OFFER--SPACIOUS 
(————— DINING AND MULTIPLE KARAOKE ROOMS WILL LEAVE YOU 


WANTING MORE! OUR EXPERIENCED STAFF WILL PROVIDE 
MUSIC 7 DAYS/WEEK QUALITY ENTERTAINMENT FOR YOU AND YOUR PARTY. 


LAVISH KARAOKE ROOMS TO ACCOMODATE A SMALL 

EOPLE. 

TTE 

YOUR Я х ТА Y SOUTHWEST EGG ROLLS - CAPRESE SALAD 

Б А су Ғ = A L L 4 e | ( MORE THAN 5О OPTIONS AVAILABLE. 


HEADQUARTERS 


Y [THE « PINT | < > 


Tar EE 2111 E FRANKLIN AVE, MINNEAPOLIS 
SeSeCPINTMINNEAPOLIS (612) 889-3128 


THEPINT.C DOM 430 157 Ave N WWW.ENCOREMN.COM 


DARBY'S PUB & GRILL 
3-4-5 HAPPY HOUR- SPORTING EVENTS 
PRIVATE EVENTS - FUNDRAISERS 
CATERING - DELIVERY 
315 5TH AVE N - 612.746.5064 
WWW.DARBYSMPLS.COM 


™LOWRY 


BURGERS WHISKEY OYSTERS EGGS 


Handcra ORDER PARTY PERFECT CATERING ONLINE 
FOR IN-STORE PICKUP OR DELIVERY.” 


ST. PAUL MAPLE GROVE EDINA 


1575 Selby Ave 12201 Elm Creek Blvd N 7401 France Ave S 


LAKE CALHOUN HENNEPIN MINNETONKA 


3060 Excelsior Blvd 222 Hennepin Ave 1001 Plymouth Rd 


*Delivery available in select areas. 


2112 Hennepin Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55405 (612) 341-2112 
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mushroom and parsnip chips), the 
Ricotta Gnocchi (with N'duja sausage, 
bitter greens, and duck egg), the Pork 
Jowl (with sweet potato puree, sour 
cabbage, and cranberry) and the Car- 
rot Cake. 


Retro Import: 

Hi-Lo Diner 

Minneapolis 

www.hi-lo-diner.com 

The newest Pennsylvania import to 
Minnesota is the 1957 Fodero diner 
on Lake Street, called the Hi-Lo Diner. 
Iwas able to buzz in there on their 
second day of business and taste for 
myself what they've got going on in 
that sleek, silver fox of a restaurant. 
Be sure to order one of their boozy 
shakes or other cocktails and then set- 
tle in for their signature Hi-Tops: fried 
dough with your choice of toppings. 
What's basically a donut disc becomes 
a vehicle for their cheeky and tasty 
interpretations of pop-culture nods 
like the Gary Coop-er (topped with 
buttermilk fried chicken, maple- 
bourbon syrup, country gravy, and 
micro arugula) and the Kim Jong Yum 
(topped with braised Korean short 
rib, simple glaze, apple-bacon slaw, 
and wasabi micro-greens), which will 
be my go-to Hi-Top. Be sure to also 
try The Commercial (a white cheddar 
biscuit smothered with prime rib, beef 
gravy, whipped potatoes, horseradish 
cream sauce, and scallions) and the 
Crispy Chicken Sandwich (with apple- 
bacon slaw, Hi-Lo pickles, and garlic 
aioli). Brought to us by James Brown 
and Mike Smith of Forage Modern 
Workshop and Brownsmith Restora- 
tion, along with Pat McDonough and 
Jeremy Woerner of The Blue Door 
Pub(s), I have no doubt that this Hi-Lo 
venture will also succeed. 


Comfort Food Memory: 

Mucci's Italian 

St. Paul 

www.muccisitalian.com 

There was a time when Га drive down 
Randolph Avenue in St. Paul to get to 
a former favorite called the Mildred 
Pierce Cafe. Time passed, the restau- 
rant didn't make it, and it became a 
fond memory. Today, thanks to the 
opening of Mucci's Italian, I can make 
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St. Genevieve 


the same trip and end up with a new 
and improved destination with its own 
food memories, brought to us by way 
of Tim Niver and Chef Chris Uhrich. 
Niver also owns The Strip Club Meat 
& Fish as well as Saint Dinette, and 
this new venture will undoubtedly be 
as successful, if the lines at opening 
are to be any indication (they don't 
take reservations so arrive for open- 
ing or prepare to wait...and it's so very 
worth it). Listen carefully to the daily 
specials (the pasta with lamb meat- 
balls, wild mushrooms and kalamata 
olives was lip-smackingly good), but 
be keen on what's laid out before you 
in the menu. The deep-fried pizza 
dough delivers savory flavors (trust 
me that the Kenzie Jo with créme 
fraiche, pears, pecans, pancetta, moz- 
zarella, and red wine reduction is even 
better the next day) and the Brussels 
sprouts are killer. Get the Tiramisu. It 
looks like a slab from your grandma's 
9 x 13 aluminum pan, and it could 
very well be, if your grandma could 
make Tiramisu this good. Mucci's is 
comfort food at its finest. 


Joie de Vivre: 

St. Genevieve 

Minneapolis 
www.facebook.com/stgenevieve 
South Minneapolis has gained another 
fine restaurant by Steven Brown of 
Tilia; this time, the former Lynn on 
Bryant space has been transformed 
into a welcoming French oasis, St. 
Genevieve. When I arrived on an 
unseasonably warm spring day, I was 
seated in the sun next to an open 
window, happy to be basking. I could 
have sat there for hours. Wait. I did sit 
there for hours. The sun went down, 
the floor-to-ceiling windows were 
closed, the ambiance changed to be 
more lively as the volume went up, con- 
tained by the walls and windows. The 
menu offered up a number of options; 
my favorites were the small plate of 
Leeks (braised and topped with truffle 
vinaigrette, speck, and parmesan), the 
Ribeye Tartine (with grilled ramps 
and wheatberry), the Pork Tenderloin 
(with cheese grits, celeraic remoulade, 
onion puff, and pork belly), and my 
first rhubarb of the season on a Créme 
Fraiche Panna Cotta (with cardamom 
shortbread). Sparkling drinks flow, the 
staff is convivial and I drank in the joie 
de vivre. What more could I want? Je 
ne sais pas. B 
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Mexican Street Food at La Gloria. 
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San Antonio.. 


Forget the calendar's promise of spring. We in Minnesota don't fall for 
that illusion. If we're smart, we're off to San Antonio. The message “Re- 
member the Alamo" takes on new meaning when it's 75 degrees at the 
site and still muddy in Minnesota. The sky behind the city's icon is an 
impossible shade of blue, so trade your boots for sandals, and hit the road! 

San Antonio's laid-back vibe is more Mexican than King Ranch, start- 
ing with its trademark River Walk, extending 13 miles (with more to 
come) — the lifeline of the city. The rio slithers between balmy prom- 
enades sheltered by palms and cypresses, roses and ivy tumbling over 
waterfalls, mosaics and fanciful bridges — a pastoral meander girdling 
the downtown loop's livelier color guard of bars (margaritas to go), bis- 
tros, and retail. Jump off at Houston Street and into a slice of Texas his- 
tory, starting, as it all did, at The Alamo. 

The white limestone church-cum-fort of 1724 is best remembered for 
the battle of 1836, when Texans, outnumbered ten to one by the Mexican 
troops of General Santa Anna, were defeated and slain. Tour (it's free) 
the tiny church-fort and barracks to view hallowed battle icons like the 
wallet and firearm of David Crockett, killed here after the brave 13-day 
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siege, and Santa Anna's sword. 

Follow Houston Street to San Fernando Cathedral (the oldest in 
Texas) where the remains of Crockett, Jim Bowie, and James Travis 
are honored. Linger for a free sound-and-light show (Tues., Thurs-Sat. 
evenings) tracing Texas history through artful projections on the cathe- 
dral’s facade, amid a viewers’ chorus of “Ooooh!” 

Just behind the cathedral sits the Spanish Governor’s Palace, a 
fancy name for the eight-room adobe structure of 1722, when the land 
belonged to Spain. The hand-carved doors, detailing the conquistadors’ 
story, open onto “the most beautiful building in San Antonio,” according 
to the National Geographic Society. 

And just behind it, follow the strains of mariachi music to Market 
Square, the Mexican Mercado, launched in 1820 by the Chili Queens 
selling their specialty. Today it extends for three riotous blocks of color, 
brightening a hundred-plus shops selling crafts, folk art, pifiatas, and pot- 
tery, and cafés like legendary Mi Tierra, since 1943 serving Tex-Mex 
icons 24/7 and 365 days. 

Sated with tamales, retrace your steps to the River Walk, which me- 
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Quorum Network Night 

Tuesday, April 19 • 5:30-7:30pm 

Red Stag * 509 1st Ave. NE, Minneapolis 

Always a great time, please join us for our monthly Network Night. 
Our generous hosts will be providing complimentary light appetizers 
and there will be a cash bar full of your favorites. New to Quorum? 
Network Nights offer a fun way for the community to mix with Quorum 
members, prospective members, and guests. Free to attend. 


Quorum Young Professionals Night 
Wednesday, April 20 e 6:30-8:30pm 

The Melting Pot * 80 S. 9th St., Minneapolis 

This monthly event by Quorum Young Professionals is a fun, fab, 
casual event for LGBTA folks in their 20's and 30's who who are 
starting, interested in starting, or growing their careers. The emphasis 
is on creating an energetic, vibrant atmosphere where valuable 
contacts can be made, ideas and opportunities can be shared, and 
community can be formed -- not your career credentials. Come build 
your networks, find little opportunities to learn and grow, and help 
strengthen our presence in the greater business community. Free to 
attend. 
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Q University! Session 5: Social Media-How 


to Avoid Risks and Protect Your Business 
Tuesday, April 26 * 5:30-6:30pm 

Sabathani Community Center • 310 E. 38th St., Room J, 
Minneapolis 

Social media creates both great opportunity and great risk for 
businesses over the last decade. It can be a valuable tool for 
marketing, a resource for recruiters to identify and research 
candidates, and offers opportunities to promote company 

culture. However, use and misuse of social media can have legal 
consequences for businesses and employers of all sizes. This seminar 
will address legal pitfalls surrounding use of social media in marketing 
and in the workplace. Register at www.twincitiesquorum.com. 


Quorum Leadership Awards 

Thursday, May 12 • 5:30-9pm 

Pinstripes * 3849 Gallagher Dr., Edina 

This powerful event celebrates business and community leaders who 
are working to create a fully inclusive economy, workplace and society 
in Minnesota. Tickets start at $45 per person. For more information, 
and to RSVP, visit www.twincitiesquorum.com. 
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TRAVEL 


Mission San Jose, along the Mission Trail. Wooden bear, cement bull part of San Antonio Museum of Art's collection of Latin American art. The Alamo, in downtown San Antonio 


anders close to the amazing Central Library, an eye-stopper in Enchilada 
Red stucco, housing, among the books, artworks such as the famous 
waving tendrils of a Chihuly glass sculpture. Across the street, the 
Southwest School of Art occupies the former Ursuline Academy, estab- 
lished in 1851 as the first school for girls in the city. The priest's house 
now is home to 50 looms, part of the weaving program; another building 
holds the ceramics studio, and the once-dormitory contains a small His- 
tory Center. After a furtive glance, its docent whispered to me: “As long 
as we're here alone, I can say this: these nuns were feminists!" 

Head south along the San Antonio River (drive or rent a bike) to ex- 
plore the historic Mission Trail, recently designated a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Starting with The Alamo, Franciscan friars built missions 
a day's journey apart, aimed at converting the hunting-gathering Native 
Americans to Catholicism and farming life. It's smart to start with Mission 
San Jose, "the Queen of the Missions," which boasts a visitors center with 
a film introduction and free tours by the park rangers who run these sites. 

We eavesdropped on Ranger Tom Castanos, educating grade-school- 
ers in indigenous ways. (“What did they wear? Well, go into your room, 
shut the door, and take off your clothes. Now you're like them, wear- 
ing nothing." Kids: “Eeeewww!”) Tom trains them in throwing the jav- 
elin-like atlatl to hunt for dinner. We, meanwhile, admired the turmoil 
of sculpture surrounding the church's entrance: cherubs, crosses, and 
saints who told a story to those who couldn't read. The rose window is 
highly treasured, too. Continue to the others, such as Mission San Juan 
Capistrano, a blinding-white facade clasping a sweet, wood-beamed cha- 
pel with gleaming gilt altar. 

Pursue history along the northern slice of the River Walk at the Witte 
Museum, whose focus is “unapologetically South Texas history,” declared 
a docent as we ogled its collection of spurs, branding irons, and a climb-on 
saddle (selfie alert). Interactive exhibits trace “what it was like to settle 
South Texas" via the "voices" of a hotel maid or German miller. A pin- 
ball machine challenges you to "ride" the range, avoiding hazards rang- 
ing from hailstorms to stampeding cattle. Exhibits include a formidable 
longhorn and a portable jail and photos of those early Chili Queens, too. 

'The San Antonio Museum of Art, also on the River Walk, captures 
beauty worldwide, from Egyptian mummies, Indian Buddhas, and Ro- 


man emperors to contemporary paintings. But the don't-miss highlight 
is the Nelson Rockefeller collection of Latin American art this patron res- 
cued and donated: mesmerizing works from the Mayans of 800 B.C. to a 
1996 Brazilian print titled “St. Peter Receiving a Prostitute into Heaven." 
Works range from Diego Rivera's paintings to a life-size cement bull. 

Nearby, The Pearl district represents a much more recent save: the 
rehab of an abandoned industrial area into the hippest enclave in the city, 
anchored by the repurposed Pearl Brewery debuting as the glam Hotel 
Emma. Mammoth brewing tanks marshal the happening bar, abetted by 
an in-house library, open-air swimming pool, and a swell café called Sup- 
per. It's helmed by Chef John Brand, a Midwest transplant who lives by 
the credo of “simple food, done well. Quality rather than ‘hero’ dishes,” 
he explains, devoting half his menu to veggies. “Vegetables are the new 
meat,” John declares, demonstrating with a lemon-dill risotto; Honey- 
crisp apple-parsnip soup; salt-and-vinegar Brussels sprouts and, oh yes, 
smoked quail, venison loin, and roast chicken. His breakfast bonanza in- 
cludes chorizo Scotch egg with green chili cornbread, and spiced waffle 
loaded with duck confit. 

Southerleigh, its in-house ally, crafts 14 beers (including the saison- 
style Don’t Call Me Nancy) to salute a menu of coastal Texas comfort 
food: think jalapefio-cheddar grits, Gulf crab mac and cheese, fried snap- 
per throats (far better than they sound), shrimp boil, and pecan pie. The 
Pearl enclave boasts 15 restaurants, from La Gloria, a shrine to Mexican 
street food, to Bakery Lorraine, for breakfast treats and elegant macar- 
ons, to Cured, famed for pork-cheek poutine, ham hocks with hominy, 
cured foie gras, and flatiron steak. Plus Texas barbecue and homemade 
sides at a dive divine called Augie’s, a 15-minute hike away. 

What gives, with all this primo kitchen talent? Well, blame it on the 
CIA. The Culinary Institute of America was lured to launch a branch 
of its famed chefs’ school in The Pearl, highlighting Latin American 
cuisine. Its student-run restaurant, Nao, tweaks classics from Peruvian 
ceviche to Cuban sandwiches and Mexican flan, with possibly the best 
guac on the planet. There’s also a weekend farmers market on the plaza, 
hemmed with dozens of retail boutiques (books to boots to bikes). 

To plan your own escape, visit www.visitsanantonio.com; 
800-447-3372. ш 


ENDNOTE: Where the Boys Are 


BARS: Bonham Exchange, festive hangout in historic site; Pegasus, lively hot spot with karaoke, drag; Sparky’s Pub, bustling café and wine bar 
HOOD: North St. Mary's Strip PRIDE: “Bigger than Texas" on July 2, 2016 at Crockett Park 


42 | LAVENDER | APRIL 14-27, 2016 


WATER STREET EL 
ee 651-439-4000 
€ INN €> 101 Water Street South 
1596 ШЕРДІ) Stillwater, MN 55082 


—— 0 AME SON. 


" 
9" | тв 
E Charlie's Риф | 


FOUR-COURSE WINE DINNER 
Each Wednesday our Chefs create a special four-course 
dinner menu. Each course paired with a 22 Y 
. specially selected glass of wine 7 
| for $34.95 per person. Served from 
7 5:00 to 9:00pm, reservations suggested. 


STILLWATER’S COMPLETE HOSPITALITY EXPERIENCE! 


* Charlie's Restaurant & Irish Pub * Meeting / Banquet Rooms 

* 41 Guestrooms * Weddings & Receptions 
Double Whirlpools & Fireplaces * Elegant Guestrooms 

* Event Coordinator * Live Irish Music Every Weekend 


LAVENDER S 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
SECTION 


Announcement includes a photo and up < 
to 50 words. Appears in print and our 


online edition for 2 weeks. 


For more information call 


612-436-4698 


Additions & Dormers / Kitchens & Bathrooms / Custom Cabinetry 
Whole House Renovation / Porches & Sun-Rooms / Finished Basements 


SIGNATURE 
SMALL PLATES 
Dip in for Happy Hour! 


Now with small plates, tap beer & reception platters 
in our renovated bar complete with shiny new tables 
for cheese & chocolate after work or a full fondue 
excursion! Casual, comfortable and way cool! 
Available in the bar area only. 


MEDITERRANEAN К 
FLATBREAD 
HONEY ALMOND BRIE 


HAPPY HOUR MON-FRI, 4-6 


1/2 off selected beer, wine and cocktails 
MINNEAPOLIS * (612) 338-9900 
MELTINGPOT.COM 


ac N Ы... (2. 


(E House Lift 


REMODELER ` 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 43 


OUR LIVES 


LEATHER LIFE | BY STEVE LENIUS 


Black Guard Celebrates 
39th Anniversary 


The Black Guard of Minneapolis, the sec- 
ond-oldest leather club in the Twin Cities, 
celebrated their 39th anniversary on Satur- 
day evening, March 26, 2016, at The Saloon. 
Among the people attending the celebration 
were representatives of the Imperial Court 
of Minnesota and the North Star Gay Rodeo 
Association. 

During the time the Black Guard has been 
in existence, other leather clubs have come and 
gone. Two examples: in the Twin Cities, Min- 
nesota Storm Patrol disbanded in 2011; and in 
St. Louis, Gateway MC shut down in 2013 after 
40 years of existence. 

The Black Guard has not disbanded, but for 
some time their membership has been dwindling. 

For many years the Black Guard raised 
large amounts of money for charity. Their an- 
nual Black Frost run attracted leatherfolk from 
all over the U.S. and even from Europe, and al- 
ways featured a very entertaining and creative 
show. In 2000, the club's show, presented at the 
Mall of America, was a production of the off- 
Broadway musical When Pigs Fly. 

Club membership peaked in 1993, with 24 
members. That was the year I started getting 
involved with the leather community, and I be- 
came friends with quite a few members of the 
Black Guard. Sadly, many of the people I met in 
1993 are no longer with us. 

With the recent passing of founding mem- 
ber Ralph Schmidt, the club is down to four full 
members, plus associate members and alumni. 
Aging, health problems, relocations, deaths 
from AIDS and other causes, and the rise of 
the internet all have played a part in the club's 
membership decline. 

Even many of the places the Guard congre- 
gated are no longer here. St. Paul's Rumors/ 
Innuendo bar, the site of the 2009 Black Frost 
show, was a victim of light-rail construction and 
closed in 2010. The Ramada Inn at 12th Street 
and First Ave., which the Black Guard used 
several times as a host hotel for their Black 
Frost run, is now a parking lot. 

Holding another Black Frost run is out of 
the question at this point, but the club's remain- 
ing members still travel together to runs held 
by other leather clubs. 

The club still hosts the occasional chari- 
table fundraising event. As Black Guard mem- 
ber Michael Delorme said, *We're still here to 


\ 
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Black Guard members Thomas Weiland, left and Michael Delorme, right, display the Black Guard 39th-anniversary 


cake. Photo courtesy of the Black Guard; The Black Guard in earlier times: the close of the Black Frost run show in 
2009, held at Rumors/Innuendo in St. Paul. Photo by Steve Lenius. 


serve the community." During the anniversary 
celebration the club donated checks to two 
charities: the Rural AIDS Action Network and 
the Seville Fund at Youthlink, a scholarship 
program to help homeless or otherwise disad- 
vantaged GLBT youth afford college. 

And the remaining members still take care 
of each other. During Schmidt's final years 
he was taken care of in large part by his club 
brothers because, as Delorme told me, "That's 
what brothers are for. If you don't do that, 


you're not really a brother." 

Might the club experience a revival? It 
wouldn't be unheard of; the Knights of Leather, 
a Twin Cities club for leatherwomen that was 
founded in 1985, almost disappeared in the late 
1990s before reinventing itself as a pansexual 
club that is now going strong. 

For now, the Black Guard soldiers on. Delo- 
rme told me plans are being made for the com- 
memoration of the Black Guard's 40th anniver- 
sary next year. I expect ГЇЇ be there. m 
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BOOKS | BY E.B. BOATNER 


The Lonely City: Adventures in the Art 
of Being Alone 

Olivia Laing 

Picador 

$26 


Author of the highly acclaimed The Trip to Echo Spring: 
On Writers and Drinking, Laing now plumbs the depths 
of personal isolation in Lonely City. She had moved 

to Manhattan in the expectation of taking up a new 
relationship, expecting the attendant closeness and 
companionship. When her hopes were dashed, Laing 
used the lens of her own life in the city to view how 
other artists incorporated their own isolation and loneli- 
ness into their own iconic works. While many artists are 
mentioned, including the unique German countertenor 
Klaus Nomi (né Sperber), Laing focuses particularly on 
the trajectories of artists Edward Hopper, Andy Warhol, 
Henry Darger, and David Wojnarowicz. Alone. We've all 
been there, for loneliness is, Laing notes, *a populated 
place: a city in itself." 


The Raging Skillet: The True Life Story of Chef Rossi 
Chef Rossi 

The Feminist Press at CUNY 

$15.95 


This “memoir with recipes" takes Rossi from her “or- 
thodox light" beginnings in New Jersey, her extended 
rebellious years, apprenticeships in kitchens on land 
and riverboat, to her epiphany as Chef Rossi. Having 
reigned for the past 23 years as the catering director, 
owner and executive chef of The Raging Skillet, she now 
shares her battles against constraints: religious, familial, 
and gender bias, crediting her mother's harrowing mi- 
crowave cooking as incentive to escape to freedom and 
fame. Disseminated throughout are must-try recipes; 
her debut at 14 with “Rossi’s Teenage Pizza Bagels” and 
"Snickers and Potato Chip Casserole" to the mature 
“Swordfish Skewers that Vanilla Ice Wouldn't Eat" and 
“Mango Ginger Sauce for Not Quite the End of the 
World," all served up in Rossi's piquant prose. 


The Lobby 

Randi M. Sherman 
Friesen Press 

$15.99 / $7.99 e-book 


Grand hotels are unique ecosystems steeped in 
elaborate political hierarchies and byzantine protocols 
to rival Versailles's etiquette in its heyday. Sherman 

has created the Shipley, a San Francisco composite, in 
which to interweave some 50 story threads over a 24- 
hour period. Sherman herself has worked as a stand-up 
comedienne, which serves her well to convey the humor 
and pathos of the hopes and dreams — some vain, some 
heart-rending, some hopeless — of not only the passing 
flow of characters, but of the permanent denizens of 

the Shipley, the staff and, for the past 15 years, Oscar 
Pasternak, an aging retired actor, celebrated fixture in 
the Shipley lobby. Witty, brisk and affecting, The Lobby 
makes a good read; you'll undoubtedly recognize many 
of the players. 


Living in the Chelsea Hotel 
Linda Troeller 

Schiffer Publishing Ltd. 
$34.99 


For 125 years they came to this building that was a 
hotel yet more; as Troeller quotes fashion designer Zac 
Posen, “It’s a sanctuary, a brothel, and a home.” Built in 
1883, an apartment complex with ten floors and some 
400 rooms, it went under in 1902, emerged as a hotel in 
1905, continuing until it was bought and closed in 2011. 
It opens again this year. Award-winning photographer 
and writer Troeller knows her subject. She lived there 
20 years, photographing, schmoozing, absorbing. 
Woody Allen filmed there, Arthur C. Clarke wrote 
2001: A Space Odyssey there, Robin Williams, Jackie O., 
Arthur Miller, and Andy Warhol (Chelsea Girls) were all 
familiars. Historic images, Troeller’s photographs, and 
absorbing text make this book a valuable and entertain- 
ing read. Bl 
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OUR HOMES 


RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


2015 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution 


All good things must come to an end. 

It must have been a tough decision for Mitsubishi to end its run of 
Lancer Evolutions. They were the focal point of the brand, exuding the 
highest level of performance worthy of track day endeavors or several 
grueling rally stages. Though the world enjoyed these high-performance 
compact sedans, we Americans only caught the last three renditions of 
these legendary machines. 

Each one was born to race. They were made to conquer any terri- 
tory — from tarmac to dirt — with brute force from its all-wheel drive 
system and booming turbocharged engine. It also helped to have Hol- 
lywood champion these icons of hoons on the silver screen. The late 
Paul Walker of The Fast and the Furious series turned these Evos into 
something desirable to drive for a generation of fans. 

In my work, I am surrounded by those who are fans of the Evo. Some 
of them became owners, including you; however, I have never experi- 
enced one behind the wheel. Always in the shotgun position, but never 
driving one. That changed last May at Road America in Elkhart Lake, 
Wisconsin, when I took a 2015 Evo MR into the surrounding community 
away from the track. It was quite the experience. Yet, it was not enough 
for me to truly understand the reasons why you love these cars. 

So, I asked for another round, right here in our backyard. The last 
Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution - save for the limited production Final Edi- 
tion — to be written about by anyone, anywhere. 

Itis time for one final ride. 

The Lancer first arrived for the 2008 model year. It sported a design 
language that carried over through most of Mitsubishi as a way to distin- 
guish itself from everyone else. It worked, though Mitsubishi had prob- 
lems with maintaining its presence in this country. That affected sales of 
the compact Lancer; however, there was one particular model that drew 
the hardcore enthusiasts in: the Evolution X. Available from 2008, the 
Evo remained the main draw into Mitsubishi showrooms. It was a dream 
of those who want to tackle great feats of driving, a flight of fantasy to 
those who have never experienced its superb thrust and road holding. 

If you strip the front clip, wheel/tire combination, body kit, and spoil- 
er of the Evo, the Lancer is pretty ordinary. While it underwent some 
updates for 2016, the Lancer is pretty much a basic sedan with some 
minute flair to show off. By adding those other body bits, beefing up the 
seating, engine, transmission, suspension, brakes, and drive system, the 
Evo becomes the proverbial “wolf in sheep’s clothing." Only the obser- 
vant know what to look for in order to get out of its way. 

An Evo was not meant to own a supercar's look. Nor does it have to be 
the sexiest-looking car in the world. It is meant to own the road, and the 


overall design is specifically crafted into such. Aggressive is the best way 
to describe the Evo. With the front clip, body extensions, tire/wheel pack- 
age, and spoiler, it is a brash figure with more than enough swagger that 
it doesn't need an app to attract whomever comes into its field of vision. 

Yet, it is that look that distinguishes itself from the others. Usually, 
the Evo has a huge wing in the rear. Our 2015 Evo MR tester only had a 
rear lip of a spoiler. Though the rest of the body speaks “Evo,” the MR's 
lack of a large spoiler gives it a stealth look that truly befits its ^wolf in 
sheep's clothing" image. Yet, its 18-inch BBS alloy wheels do give away 
the fact that this is indeed a competition-bred machine. 

Normally, an Evo would offer its front seat occupants a pair of Recaro 
seats with race car comfort and support. The MR deletes these seats 
in favor of a more comfortable, conventionally designed pair of leather- 
upholstered chairs. They provide good support in the cushion, but the 
seatback offers lower side bolstering only. If you have a wider back, 
these seats will be fine. Rear seats are normal with the same leather 
upholstery, and it yields decent room for people six-feet tall and under. 
Trunk space is very limited, thanks to the lack of depth with the battery 
and windshield washer portal placed in-between it and the rear seats. 

One does not expect the latest and greatest instrumentation technol- 
ogy or gizmos in an Evo. The dashboard is straightforward and business- 
like. Instrumentation is comprised of two big dials for the speedometer 
and tachometer, a TFT center screen for fuel, temperature, trip, and 
other readouts, and a simple center stack with the touchscreen audio 
system and climate controls. There are a few vital buttons on the cen- 
ter console, for the Super-All Wheel Drive (S-AWC) system and for the 
heated front seats. Only the gear lever remains as a prominent piece of 
the Evo's controls. 

The steering wheel offers a leather-wrapped thick rim to grip on, 
along with redundant audio, cruise control, and Bluetooth telephone 
controls. Mitsubishi's audio system can play back CDs, SiriusXM, and 
HD Radio, along with Bluetooth, USB, and auxiliary jack connections 
to portable devices. Nine Rockford Fosgate speakers are fed through a 
710-watt amplifier providing a choice of sound options to fill the cabin. 
You can get a navigation system as an option in the Evo. 

All of these creature comforts are fine to keep you entertained inside 
of the Evo; yet, the most entertaining part of this car is what lies un- 
derneath its body. It starts with a 291-horsepower 2.0-liter turbocharged 
engine. This monster mill has the task of pulling 3,571 pounds of com- 
petition-bred machinery. It does so with brute force. The GSR and Final 
Edition models offer the driver a third pedal to row five forward gears 
in its well-matched manual transmission. Our MR tester came with a six- 
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RIDE REVIEW 


speed Twin Clutch Sportronic transmission. It will not be the smooth- 
est "automatic" transmission around, but it certainly gets the job done 
in sending those 291 horses to all four wheels via the S-AWC system. 
In Normal, it works just fine. Flip the transmission into Sport and you 
might be looking for a motorsport venue to play in. The revs run higher, 
the noise is more pronounced and more engagement would be required 
with the paddle shifters on the steering column. 

The noise being referred to is from the exhaust pipe. We often talk 
about vehicles being quiet or trying to, at least. You expect noise from 
an Evo. It is a constant reminder of what this car was intended to be — 
performance driven for competition. To be clear, you don't expect an Alfa 
Romeo, a Ferrari, or a Lamborghini to be quiet. Neither will a Mitsubishi 
Lancer Evolution. In fact, some owners have gone further to make their 
Evos even louder. 

If you dare, there is a Super Sport mode. This is the Evo's launch 
control system. What does it do? It simply quickens the start off the line. 
If you know what you're doing, then go ahead and try it. If not, please 
do not touch it. 

You also do not expect an Evo to be soft and cuddly on the road. The 
suspension is firm and you feel everything — bumps, expansion joints, 
cracks, and all other road imperfections encountered every day. The 
trade off is near flat cornering and an aggressive steering system that 
is heavily weighted for the toughest of turns. Turning radius is fine, but 
wheel-to-road response is quick. Brembo provides the quickest and most 
powerful brakes this side of a Porsche. They stop extraordinarily short 
in both normal and panic situations. 

In terms of fuel economy...well...it is not economical for a compact 
car. According to the Environmental Protection Agency, the Evo MR was 


rated at 17 MPG in the city, 22 MPG on the highway. We averaged 16.1 
MPG in our care. An Evo is not about fuel efficiency, it is about the abso- 
lute driving experience. 

That is what separates the Lancer Evolution from everything else: the 
experience of driving one. You don't need lane keeping, forward collision 
mitigation, or any of the semi-autonomous active safety technology now 
permeating in today's automobiles. You just have to know how to drive. 
'The Evo has a strong steering system to keep it between the lines and 
your right foot is your best mitigation to not crash into anyone or anything. 
Driving the Evo does not require a driver's training day on the track, but 
it certainly does help to become competent behind the wheel of this car. 
There is a lot of power being put down in a concentrated package. 

If you are lucky to find a new 2015 Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution, then 
you might as well note these sticker prices. The base GSR manual trans- 
mission model starts at $34,495. Step up to the MR, and your base price 
jumps to $38,995. Our tester came with a sticker price of $41,805. How- 
ever, if you are one of the lucky 1,600 owners of the Final Edition, the 
base price is only $37,995. 

How do you say “good-bye” to an icon? This one ruled the rally cir- 
cuit for decades, became a movie star, and became the dreams of many 
young enthusiasts that were inspired by Walker, Vin Diesel, Michele Ro- 
driguez, and company. It has become a track day superstar, as well as a 
headache to local public safety departments. 

The Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution is an icon in every sense of the 
word; yet, it can carry people along in a quick manner. Still, one does 
not drive an Evo for practical reasons. It is for those who want a bit more 
adrenaline in their lives. For those who seek track stardom on the street, 
there are only a few left to call your own. B 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Apples To 
Soap Nuts 


My girlfriend wants to do an experiment where we say terrible things 
to an apple for a week. 

The apple conversation popped up while we were walking home from 
a grammar school science fair, where her fifth grade son was present- 
ing a project. I’m not sure what his experiment was exactly; however, it 
seemed to require the indiscriminate spraying of food colors on every 
kitchen surface. 

One of the young scientists at the fair presented the apple project. 
It involved her spending a week shamelessly flattering one apple, and 
insulting another one. At the end of the week, the favored apple was red, 
ripe, and juicy. Its sad counterpart was pale and mealy. 

"Let's insult an apple and see what happens," my girlfriend said. 

"You force me to buy nothing but organic fruit and now you want me 
to be mean to it?” I asked. "You're a monster!" 

This conversation took place right around our first anniversary. We 
first dated in 1990, but then took a short 25-year break before reconnect- 
ing last year. 

A lot has changed in my life in the past year. I fell deeply in love, 
moved to the suburbs with my girlfriend and her kids, and started buy- 
ing organic everything. 

Before we reconnected, I had heard of organic foods, but I thought 
they were limited to fruits and vegetables. I had no idea there was such 
athing as organic beans, popcorn, or tortilla chips. Turns out there is an 
organic version of just about every food, and they all are a million times 
more expensive than non-organic. But even though I don't understand 
the definition of organic (grown in fields of diamonds and harvested by 
angels?), I began buying it exclusively because of love! 

If I hadn't been so blinded by love, I would have seen that this organic 
nonsense was a slippery soap that led directly to the laundry room. Sure 


enough, my detergents and bleaches were banished and replaced with 
something called *Soap Nuts," which come in a package featuring an 
illustration of a hippie in a yoga pose. 

“He doesn't look like he's ever taken a bath in his life,” I argued when 
first handed the package. “Why should I trust the cleaning power of his 
Soap Nuts?" 

I can't even discuss what happened to the fabric softener sheets. 
It's too painful. Who doesn't love soft, static-free clothes? A monster, 
that's who! 

Soon, my beloved bathroom products were under attack. I consid- 
ered these bleach- and ammonia-based powerhouses more like friends 
than cleaning tools. Yet, I turned my back on them for love. Coward that 
I am, I couldn't even look directly at them as I dutifully boxed them up 
and carted them to our town's hazardous recycling center. 

As we walked home from the science fair, in our clothes dulled to a 
milky gray by Soap Nuts, I decided I had finally reached my limit. 

“Tm incapable of saying mean things to an apple,” I said. “And I won't 
do it." 

She studied me for a moment and then finally nodded her head. 

“ОК, I'm going to let you have this опе,” she said. "But, tomorrow, 
you're going to learn about just how dangerous your favorite coffee is. 
And then we'll replace it with some nice organic herbal tea." 

I kicked a stone in frustration and entertained some dark thoughts 
about love. Stripping me of caffeine. She was playing a dangerous game. 

I looked up menacingly, preparing to launch a full rebellion that 
would include the return of my full artillery of cleaning products. But 
there she was, smiling at me, and I knew I was defeated. Damn you, love! 

“Fine. ГЇЇ start drinking tea,” I conceded. “But I’m not being mean to 
an apple." B 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


AS =. момреЕ ља 


LA ULTIM UNA ci ОРАР. 


GAY £5) d P DE, FO 


The latest gay fashion is to get a tattoo 
on the prick ... 
La derniére mode gaie est de se faire 
tatouter la queue... 


... With the name of a city where you found 
happiness. That guy got a "Rome" tattoo. 
„амес le nom d'une ville ой tu as trouvé le 
bonheur. Celui-ci s'est tatoué "Rome". 


POR RODRO 


This one tattooed "Paris", and that 
one "London". 
Celui-ci "Paris" et celui-là "Londres". 


This beast had enough space to tattoo 
"Constantinople". 
Cette béte a eu de la place pour 
"Constantinople". 


50 | LAVENDER | APRIL 14-27, 2016 


J^ 


p = ГТ" rm ЕШШ" 22 EN 
COUME TIN FL re^ 
pasan 0 EK 
"T ТАЕ SERVED 
А THRU ч 
SATURDAY ONLY TASTY | | priority stame!" 


5:00PM THING AT THE | | THE Larue 


то SHOW LOUNGE 
9:30PM (FRI & SAT) 
515 WASHINGTON AVE. S EAGLEBOLTBAR.COM 
f FACEBOOK.COM/EAGLEBOLTBAR ІМ @EAGLEBOLTBAR MAKE RESERVATIONS ONLINE 
WWW.GAYS90S.COM 


SQU 1 RT ° | 1 Мо 


with promo code: 


LAVENDER 


Ж зе 


Веа! Guys | 
Real Hookups 


Go to Squirt.org on your mobile browser. *Offer expires 30th June 2016 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 51 


OUR VOICES 


SKIRTING THE ISSUES | BY ELLEN KRUG 


Empowerment 


Empowerment. 

In the nonprofit world in which I work, “empowerment” is a truly 
positive word, maybe even a celebratory one, which means giving hu- 
mans the confidence to advocate for themselves. You know, we nonprofit 
do-gooders live for that kind of stuff; teaching others how to fight their 
own battles makes us all warm and fuzzy. 

Lately, however, I've been reminded of how *empowerment" has an- 
other meaning, one that's way more negative, even evil. This kind of *em- 
powerment” is about giving someone license or a false sense of righteous- 
ness to do certain things — awful things — that people ordinarily wouldn't 
do. Sometimes, evil empowerment springs from the words or actions of a 
charismatic leader — oh, let me just pull out a random example like, say, 
Adolph Hitler. He went from being a deadbeat nobody to a real somebody, 
all because he empowered others to do things, like hate, incredibly well. 

We know how that turned out. 

Today, we're seeing in real time what it means to empower people 
(mainly older straight white men) to exclude, marginalize, and even 
punch, all in the name of *making America great." 

From there, let me briefly pivot to my last column, “Bullseye,” where 
I wrote about my personal angst over how transgender persons are be- 
ing targeted by the government. 

And what do you know? Not even a week after "Bullseye" went live, 
the North Carolina legislature introduced, debated, and passed HB2, an 
anti-LGBTQ bill, in the span of 12 hours. Immediately thereafter, Gover- 
nor Pat McCrory signed the bill, thereby making it illegal for me to use 
any public women's restroom in North Carolina. The law also nullified a 
host of local laws that had been protecting all LGBTQ North Carolinians. 

Way, way closer to home, on the very same day that Pat McCrory 
and his conservative friends were marginalizing Southern queer folk, 
a group of Minnesota legislators (which included 44 GOP state repre- 
sentatives) introduced not one, but two bills targeting trans persons in 
the workplace. These proposed laws would require that transgender em- 
ployees only use workplace bathrooms that conform to a person's birth 
gender and not their "true" gender identity. 

Really? Do these people actually want me showing up in the men's re- 
stroom? Did these narrow-minded legislators even think about how these 
laws, if enacted, could conceivably mean that bearded and muscled trans- 
gender men would be in the same locker room as the legislators' wives? 

I'm learning that bigotry isn't always well thought out. 

But I'm not here to retread old ground from my prior column. Rather, 
Ihave a theory: underlying all of these legislative actions is a form of evil 


empowerment. Because of these many bills and laws (I lost count at 16 
states with 44 separate proposed pieces of legislation) the clear “official” 
message is that it's alright to single out trans people for special, second 
class, hateful treatment. 

As a result, I predict that we'll see more and more instances of trans- 
gender persons being harassed. 

Why? 

Because the government is "officially" telling people it's okay to do that. 

Iknow that in my limited world, known as "Planet Ellen," I've heard 
of an increasing number of trans friends and acquaintances being ha- 
rassed within the past several weeks. 

Take for instance the ugly encounter that my late thirty-something 
friend Cate had at a Minneapolis restaurant (not a bar, mind you) where 
a complete stranger, a man, approached her and the two married friends 
she was with. As Cate put it, "This dude starts asking pointed questions 
about what's in my pants. I push back a little, just asking him not to speak 
to me. He began to call me faggot, 'boi pussy,' and gaslighted (sic) me 
from that point forward, in an ugly way. I asked my companions to close 
out the tab and walk me home." 

Or the instance where a 56-year-old trans woman, who had just 
worked out at her gym, boarded the light rail at Lake Street station. A 
group of five to seven male teenagers approached and asked where she 
had purchased her shoes. When she answered, the teens started to taunt 
and tease her. The trans woman then moved to another part of the train, 
but the teens followed and continued their harassment. Thankfully, other 
passengers intervened and sat with the trans woman until her stop (one 
person even escorted her home). 

What makes these stories of harassment especially remarkable is 
that they involve middle-aged white transgender women. If you know 
anything about the trans community, you know these are the last people 
one would expect to be singled out. 

It's true that I can't say that any of the above harassers specifically 
were aware of the many anti-transgender laws I've written about. Still, 
humans are really good at absorbing information. At the moment, there's 
a whole lot of “official” information out there stating that transgender 
persons aren't equal. 

That, in my book, is how evil empowerment works. ш 


Ellen [Ellie] Krug is the author of Getting to Ellen: A Memoir about Love, 
Honesty and Gender Change (2013] and the architect of The C* Project, a new 
rural Midwest diversity/inclusion initiative (www.elliekrug.com/the-c-project]. 
She welcomes your comments at ellenkrugwriter(agmail.com. 
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and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 
www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 
Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Indigenous Peoples Task Force 
Servicing Individuals living with HIV/ 
AIDS 

Offering Case Management services, 
FREE HIV testing and educational 
groups 

1335 E. 23rd St 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 889-4636 or (612) 719-2540 
www.indigenouspeoplestf.org 
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COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day health / mental health treatment 
program for adults living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

710 E. 24th St., Ste. 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

(612) 625-7472 

hiv.umn.edu 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

The Minnehaha Mile 

Shop the Minnehaha Mile - For 
vintage, one-of a kind, up cycled and 
rediscovered treasures. 

4049 Minnehaha Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 293-6863 x 104 
MinnehahaMile@shopjunket.com 
MinnehahaMile.com 


Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of commerce 
working to invigorate, build & 
partner for a diverse business 
community. 

18 N. 12th St., Ste. 3606 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 460-8153 
www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 

Crosswinds Arts and Science 
School 

A Perpich Center for Arts Education 
middle school focused on diversity, 
inclusion, and student success. 
600 Weir Dr. 

Woodbury, MN 

(651) 379-2600 
crosswindsmn.org 


Minneapolis College of Art 

& Design (MCAD) Continuing 
Education 

MCAD Continuing Education offers 
art and design classes year-round for 
kids, teens, and adults. 

2501 Stevens Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 874-3765 

www.mcad.edu/ce 


EVENT VENUES 


Gale Mansion 

A beautiful historic mansion located 
just south of downtown Minneapolis 
for private or corporate entertaining. 
2115 Stevens Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 870-1662 
www.galemansion.com 


Germanic-American Institute 
Germanic-American Institute - Old 
World Charm as the perfect 
backdrop for your wedding day. 
301 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
651-222-7027 

www.gai-mn.org 


Minneapolis City Hall & 
Hennepin County Courthouse 
Step back in time and enjoy a 
historically beautiful wedding at the 
Minneapolis City Hall. 

350 S. 5th St. 

Minneapolis, MN55415 

(612) 596-9518 
www.municipalbuildingcommission. 
org/Events.html 


United Theological Seminary 
United Theological Seminary Inspire 
your spiritual life. Bring your big 
questions. Certificate or degree 
programs and community education. 
3000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 
www.unitedseminary.edu 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family Tree! 
Offering respectful, affordable sexual 
health services to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 


NAMI Minnesota 

(National Alliance on Mental Illness) 
Providing free classes and peer 
support groups for people affected 
by mental illnesses. 

800 Transfer Rd. #31 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

(651) 645-2948 
www.namihelps.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. Check 
out our online catalogue. 

1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 

www.qlibrary.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your vacation plans. 
www.mnhs.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Free admission every day. Located 
on the Green Line. Contemporary 
and early American modernism art. 
333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 
www.wam.umn.edu 


MUSIC 

Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 

www.radiok.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


CANTUS 
"The premier men's vocal ensemble 
in the United States." - Fanfare 
Magazine 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 435-0055 
www.cantussings.org 


Guthrie Theater 

A nationally acclaimed cultural 
destination, home to three unique 
theaters, dining, tours, classes and 
more. 

818 S. 2nd St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Plays and musicals telling Minnesota 
stories by Minnesota artists for 
Minnesota audiences. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognized for artistic 
excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 371-5656 

(800) 292-4141 
www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

An epicenter of discovery and 
transformation celebrating innovation 
in the arts, performance, and 
academics. 

84 Church St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55414 

(612) 625-6600 

northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 
performing arts and educational 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 
www.ordway.org 


The Minnesota Opera 

MN Opera invites you to enjoy 20% 
off any non-opening performance. 
Use code lavender20. 

620 North First Street 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
612-333-6669 

mnopera.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
E 


VocalEssence 

Now in our 47th year, VocalEssence 
is a leading arts organization based 
in Minnesota. 

1900 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 547-1451 
www.vocalessence.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 

Twin Cities Pride 

Producers of the third-largest national 
Pride celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, board members. Contact 
us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 402-7 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 255-3260 

www.tcpride.org 


REAL ESTATE 

Parade of Homes 

Presented by Builder Association of 
the Twin Cities 

Where dream homes come true. 
www.paradeofhomes.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 
Central Lutheran Church (ELCA) 
Exploring the promise of God for all. 
333 S. 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-4416 
www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Church 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 
YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 


First Christian Church - Disciples 
of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 
Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 
www.fecminneapolis.org 


Pilgrim Lutheran Church 
Inclusive Christian Worshipping 
community that seeks, nurtures and 
empowers hungry minds and souls. 
1935 St. Clair Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55105 

(651) 699-6886 
www.pilgrimstpaul.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Facebook and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 
www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
inquiring INSPIRING inclusive. 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey, St Mark's welcomes you. 
519 Oak Grove St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 
Church 

An inclusive, welcoming, open and 
affirming congregation. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. 
Downtown Minneapolis 

(612) 332-3421 
www.westminstermpls.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 36 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


STATE FAIRS 
Minnesota State Fair 


The “Great Minnesota Get-Together” 
provides a world-class showcase that 


is innovative, entertaining and fun. 
1265 Snelling Ave. N. 

St. Paul, MN 55108 

(651) 288-4400 


www.mnstatefair.org 


TRAVEL 


Discover Stillwater 

Voted best weekend getaway! 
Birthplace of Minnesota. Distinctive 
lodging. Shop / Dine / Cruise / Art 
Galleries / Nightlife. 

Stillwater, MN 55082 

(651) 351-1717 
www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Meet Minneapolis Convention & 
Visitor Association 

Meet Minneapolis markets 
Minneapolis as the premier 
convention, leisure, weddings and 
group destination. 

250 Marquette Ave. S. #1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(612) 767-8000 
www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic waterfront. 
Vibrant arts & dining. Adventure. 
Hotels and B&Bs. Attractions and 
events. 

21 W. Superior St., Ste. 100 
Duluth, MN 

(218) 722-4011, (800) 4-DULUTH 


www.visitduluth.com 
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OUR VOICES 


AT-LARGE | BY JOHN MARK 


Eating My 
-motions / 
Restaurants 10 
Feel Things 


While quality of food is at the top of the list when it comes to our last- 
ing restaurant impressions, the memories we make during our dining 
experiences can mean so much more. A meal is not the only thing shared 
at the dinner table. Stepping into a restaurant can trigger nostalgia both 
delicious and dark. In other words, your love for the flatbread pizza at 
Wilde Roast may likely be overshadowed in memory by your ex-boy- 
friend’s decision to break up with you on the restaurant’s patio. So, at the 
risk of over-romanticizing a bowl of soup, here are some of my favorite 
restaurants and the shadows of myself I left at their tables. 


“I haven't slept in two days..." at Hard Times Café іп Seward/ 
West Bank. Trying to finish my undergrad in three years was no walk in 
the park. Hard Times' late night hours make it a destination for noctur- 
nal college students. The huevos rancheros hit the spot when I thought 
I might die of sleep deprivation. With a notoriously angry kitchen staff, 
their blunt style of service is a humorous dichotomy to their sensitivity 
to vegetarian and vegan dietary needs. Upon my returns there, I always 
remember the feeling of running on fumes and the joy of breakfast at all 
hours. Bring your vegan friends to play checkers or stay up until 3:00 
a.m. writing emails, Hard Times is there for you at all hours, despite the 
lack of service with a smile. 

*He might break up with me..." at The Lowry in Uptown. I 
stared at my delicious steak salad, but couldn't take a bite. It looked 
beautiful with its ancho-rubbed meat, charred corn, tomato, red onion, 
queso fresco, avocado, tortilla, and creamy chipotle dressing, but it's 
hard to dig in when you're discussing a break up. I applaud the patient 


server, who made the best of her duty to awkwardly engage with two 
grief-stricken patrons. After an hour of drinking water, I took the salad 
to go and devoured it later that evening. As far as salads go, it was 
entirely delicious. I highly recommend it. For me, the Lowry is forever 
immortalized as a site of emotional turmoil, but for you...seriously, try 
the steak salad. 


“T have an idea..." at Moose & Sadie's in North Loop. A 
favorite haunt for my creative collaborators, many ideas for photo 
shoots, videos, and events have been birthed at Moose & Sadie's. 
Most often occurring over coffee and a grilled cheddar and swiss 
cheese sandwich with Dijon mustard, I enjoy that the venue is pri- 
marily lit with natural light from its floor-to-celling length windows. 
Having played part to the origin of many of a production at its light 
wood tables, I often walk into Moose & Sadie's with an open heart and 
an enthusiasm for new ideas. Take your next lunch appointment there 
and it just may do the same for you. 


*Imma be me..." at Moto-I Ramen & Sake House in Uptown. 
Ilike going out to eat alone. A personal happy place has been Moto- 
I. A Japanese spot at its finest, my favorite seat is at the bar, right in 
front of the television playing sumo-wrestling competitions. Filling up 
on ramen and answering to no one, dinner alone at Moto-I is a pursuit 
of what I love most: spicy food, global perspectives, and a lifestyle of 
independence. I highly recommend the steamed buns and pork ramen. 
Head there alone, fully experience the flavor, and indulge in the sight 
of big men touching tummies. в 
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FOUNDING HOST PARTNER ORGANIZATION 
HRC Twin Cities 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS 
OutFront Minnesota, Twin Cities Quorum, MN AIDS Project, Twin Cities Pride, The Aliveness Project, 
Prime Timers MSP, Reclaim!, Mixed Blood Theatre, Minneapolis Movie Bears, Freedom Jazz, One Voice, 
North Country Bears, MN Freedom Band, TCGMC, HCMC's LGBT & Allies Employee Resource Group 


ІШ Meet other athletes and sports fans while you 


id and a chance to register to win great prizes! | 


Rock Bottom Brewery | 
800 LaSalle Plaza * Minneapolis 


enjoy complimentary appetizers, drink specials 
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